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	Thijs Berman — Executive Director, European Partnership for Democracy
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	Afternoon Session A - Structured Scenario Walk
	Protecting the Public Purse — Rule of Law Conditionality in the Next EU Budget
	Nearly five years after the Rule of Law Conditionality Regulation came into force, the verdict is sobering. The mechanism has been activated once, enforcement has been slow and opaque. As the EU now negotiates a €2 trillion budget for 2028–2034, the question is not whether to have conditionality, but whether Europe has the political courage to make it work. This workshop brings together civil society, journalists, academics and EU policymakers to debate what an effective, transparent and politically durable conditionality mechanism should look like in the next MFF.
	14:00


	Afternoon Session B - Panel and Scenario Exercise
	Who Protects the Rule of Law When AI Goes Wrong?
	The rapid advent of AI poses a serious challenge to the rule of law in Europe. Not only corporations but also public authorities at both the EU and Member State levels increasingly rely on AI when discharging their functions. The session will explore the pathways to protecting the rule of law in the age of AI, featuring a discussion of the unique challenges AI poses for European democracies, alongside an interactive exercise inviting participants to brainstorm solutions to a fictional problem.
	16:15


	Closing Panel - Fishbowl
	Building a Stronger Rule of Law Framework in Europe
	The day's discussions will have examined the rule of law from different angles: the resilience of EU instruments, pressures within member states, the implications of enlargement and budget negotiations, and the impact of tech, security, competitiveness and deregulation agendas. This closing panel brings these strands together and looks ahead to the second half of the EU institutional mandate, discussing how the EU can move from diagnosis to credible, consistent and effective action.
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