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	Opening Panel
	Rule of Law at a Crossroads — Current Trends and Challenges
	As security pressures mount, defence spending surges, and member states adapt to a climate of permanent emergency, difficult questions emerge about democratic oversight, executive power and legal accountability. At the same time, negotiations on the EU's next long-term budget are intensifying, while geopolitical considerations increasingly risk overshadowing or weakening the conditionality mechanisms designed to safeguard rule of law standards. Enlargement, too, has returned to the centre of the European agenda. Taking place immediately after the President of the European Commission's State of the Union address, this opening panel sets the scene for the conference.
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	Morning Session A · Roundtable
	Who Watches Europe's Rearmament? Democratic and Judicial Oversight in the CSDP After Readiness 2030
	As the EU and its Member States mobilise unprecedented resources for defence purposes, questions arise as to the sufficiency of democratic and judicial oversight in this area. As part of the CFSP, the CSDP is amongst the EU policy fields with the least parliamentary and judicial oversight. With the strategic defence initiative 'Readiness 2030', one can observe an expansion of EU involvement in defence financing without a corresponding expansion of democratic and rule of law mechanisms. This roundtable centres on how it can be ensured that the EU itself does not leave the rule of law and democracy by the wayside.
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	Morning Session B · Roundtable
	Syncing Rule of Law Reporting and Enlargement
	As EU enlargement is balancing on the intersection between the fast-paced security agenda and slower merit-based accession process, the rule of law has become a central yardstick for accession. This makes it crucial to effectively measure progress made on the rule of law in enlargement countries and integrate them into EU tools. In this session, we will discuss concrete recommendations formulated in previous gatherings and analyse their potential for implementation, centring on how to strengthen the leverage of the Rule of Law Report.
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	Afternoon Session A - Structured Scenario Walk
	Protecting the Public Purse — Rule of Law Conditionality in the Next EU Budget
	Nearly five years after the Rule of Law Conditionality Regulation came into force, the verdict is sobering. The mechanism has been activated once, enforcement has been slow and opaque. As the EU now negotiates a €2 trillion budget for 2028–2034, the question is not whether to have conditionality, but whether Europe has the political courage to make it work. This workshop brings together civil society, journalists, academics and EU policymakers to debate what an effective, transparent and politically durable conditionality mechanism should look like in the next MFF.
	14:00


	Afternoon Session B - Panel and Scenario Exercise
	Who Protects the Rule of Law When AI Goes Wrong?
	The rapid advent of AI poses a serious challenge to the rule of law in Europe. Not only corporations but also public authorities at both the EU and Member State levels increasingly rely on AI when discharging their functions. The session will explore the pathways to protecting the rule of law in the age of AI, featuring a discussion of the unique challenges AI poses for European democracies, alongside an interactive exercise inviting participants to brainstorm solutions to a fictional problem.
	16:15


	Closing Panel
	Building a Stronger Rule of Law Framework in Europe
	The day's discussions will have examined the rule of law from different angles: the resilience of EU instruments, pressures within member states, the implications of enlargement and budget negotiations, and the impact of tech, security, competitiveness and deregulation agendas. This closing panel brings these strands together and looks ahead to the second half of the EU institutional mandate, discussing how the EU can move from diagnosis to credible, consistent and effective action.
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