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With municipal elections taking place in October 2024 in Brazil, this report analyses
how the city of Porto Alegre's mayoral candidates are addressing the climate crisis. With
already existing environmental challenges exacerbated by climate change, the city was
recently hit by some of the most severe floods in its history. Hence, it is crucial to
understand how the leading candidates discuss climate-related subjects and observe

whether the topic is a priority during the first two weeks of their election campaigns.

Key findings:

The floods in Porto Alegre were catastrophic, seriously damaging the city's
infrastructure and displacing thousands, so discussions about the floods have
dominated the online discourse of Porto Alegre's mayoral candidates, with 41
per cent of their posts addressing this issue. This indicates a significant focus
on environmental disasters, although other topics, such as national politics and
municipal policies, have also been prominent in their communications.

The volume of climate-related posts peaked after the initial floods hit Porto
Alegre, demonstrating that candidates prioritise environmental issues when
they are most immediate. That attention to these issues appears to have
declined once the immediate impact of the floods subsides, however, reflecting
a reactive, rather than proactive approach to climate policy discussions.

The volume of posts addressing environmental issues has varied among
candidates, with SebastiGo Melo of the Brazilian Democratic Movement (MDB)
posting the highest percentage of climate-related content. This underscores the
candidates’' differing emphases on climate change and flood response.

In the first two weeks of the official election campaign, however, there was a
notable decrease in posts about floods and climate-related issues, as
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compared to other topics. This trend suggests that, while climate issues are
crucial during crises, candidates address them opportunistically, likely in
response to immediate public concern, rather than to a sustained commitment.
Such a reactive, rather than proactive, approach indicates that discussions on
climate response are seen as politically advantageous in the immediate
aftermath of floods, but are not prioritised as a long-term agenda item in the
candidates' online campaign strategies.

This analysis was performed by Democracy Reporting International.

Methodology

This report examines the online political discourse of mayoral candidates in Porto
Alegre, the capital of the state of Rio Grande do Sul, in Brazil. We analysed which topics
the candidates have addressed since the beginning of 2024, explicitly observing the
debate surrounding climate-related issues, considering the recent floods that affected
the city.

Using quantitative and qualitative analysis methods, we analysed Instagram posts from
four mayoral candidates from 1 January to 31 August 2024. Researchers used a social
media listening tool, FanPage Karma, to collect data from Instagram.” We collected
2,149 posts shared on the platform by the four leading candidates: The incumbent,
Sebastido Melo (MDB), Felipe Camozzato, of the Novo Party, Juliana Brizola, of the
Democratic Labour Party (PDT), and Maria do Rosario, of the Workers' Party (PT).

For the quantitative analysis, we employed two primary methods for interpreting the
posts: (i) topic modelling, a technique that allows us to match words found in Instagram
comments to their probability of association with broader topics, and (ii) volume
analysis, comparing the number of climate-related posts to that of overall posts. For
every quantitative analysis, we performed qualitative checks and interpretation of the
data.

® The floods that hit the state of Rio Grande do Sul in April 2024 were devastating,
particularly in Porto Alegre. In May, the level of Lake Guaiba reached 5.37 metres

! The data was collected by FGV-ECMI, DRI’s partner within the Media and Democracy Project.
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in the centre of the capital, surpassing several historic floods in the city. Entire
neighbourhoods were submerged, forcing the evacuation of thousands of
people, and causing extensive damage to infrastructure. The city faced a
collapse in power and water supplies, with areas cut off and main roads blocked,
and with 160,000 people being directly affected by the biggest flood in the
capital's 252-year history. These events intensified the discussion about the
need for improvements to flood protection structures, which had already been
highlighted in previous discourse, but had received little investment in recent

years.

® The "Brazil 2040" report predicted such a disaster, warning of increased rainfall
and the greater frequency of extreme events in southern Brazil due to climate
change. The report recommended implementing warning systems and adapting
infrastructure, especially in urban areas like Porto Alegre. Many of these
preventative measures were not effectively put into practice, however,
contributing to the severity of the damage during the recent floods.

® The floods of 2024 left a legacy of material and human loss, reinforcing the
urgency of climate adaptation actions. Experts emphasise that it is essential to
overhaul the city's drainage system and strengthen the city's dykes, so that Porto
Alegre and other areas of the state are better prepared for such future events.

® In the context of the 2024 municipal elections, mayoral candidates started their
political campaign on 16 August. During the first live television debate, the floods

and the local and national response to the disaster dominated the exchanges
among the candidates.

@ This report observes to what extent the candidates have discussed these issues
in their online communications, specifically on Instagram.

® As of October 2024, Porto Alegre's municipal elections featured various
candidates, representing various political ideologies and parties. This analysis
focuses on the leading four mayoral candidates.
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Table 1: Mayoral Candidates’ Profiles

Candidates Party Notes
Sebastido Melo Brazilian Democratic Melo is running for re-election and
Movement (MDB) leads a centre-right coalition, focusing

on continuity and economic stability.

Maria do Roséario Workers' Party (PT) Do Rosario is a member of the federal
parliament, and is the Worker’s Party’s
candidate. She is part of a left-wing
alliance with other parties.

Felipe Camozzato | Novo Party (Novo) Camozzato is a member of the Rio
Grande do Sul legislature. He is from
the libertarian-leaning Novo party,
emphasising market-friendly policies
and minimal government intervention.

Juliana Brizola Democratic Labour Brizola comes from a political family
Party (PDT) from Rio Grande do Sul, and is running
for the centre-left PDT.

Elaboration: Democracy Reporting International

® |In the first part of the analysis, we examined the volume of posts from the
mayoral candidates between 1 January and 31 August 2024. The graph below
shows the total number of posts per candidate on Instagram. We can see that
Rosario (PT) was the most active candidate, with 1,070 posts on Instagram, while
the others had around 200-400 posts during the analysed period.

Graph 1: Number of Posts per Mayoral Candidate from Porto Alegre on Instagram

Maria do Resdrio (PT)
Sebastido Melo (MDB)
Felipe Camozzato (Novo)

Juliana Brizola (PDT)

The graph shows the total number of posts on Instagram by mayoral candidates from Porto Alegre between 1 January and 31 August
2024,

Data Source: Instagram Elaboration: Democracy Reporting International
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® For deeper insights, we ran topic modelling on the dataset, to understand the
main issues covered by these candidates, and the extent to which climate-
related posts  were part of their political communications.

Graph 2: Main Topics Discussed by Mayoral Candidates from Porto Alegre

Urban  Public
mobility health
66 55

The treemap shows the main climate-related sub-topics discussed by mayoral candidates from Porto Alegre on Instagram between 1
January and 31 August 2024

Data Source: Instagram Elaboration: Democracy Reporting International

® As demonstrated in a previous analysis by DRI, municipal elections represent an
essential opportunity for candidates to consolidate or recapture influence and
support in their regions. Topics such as national politics and the economy, and
issues such as public health and education significantly impact local elections in
Brazil.

® Graph 2 displays the main topics and sub-topics discussed by Porto Alegre
mayoral candidates. The analysis shows that posts regarding the floods were
predominant throughout their communications, totalling 883 posts (41 per cent),
followed by various other topics, such as debates on national politics (423 posts,
19.7 per cent) and on municipal policies on specific issues (352 posts, 16.3 per
cent). Others covered miscellaneous subjects (491 posts, 23 per cent).
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When debating “floods and climate-related issues”, the candidates most often
posted content with: (i) solidarity messages, writing about hope for a better
future and a prosperous, rebuilt city; (ii) flood warnings, advising the population
in affected areas to leave their homes; (iii)j comments about the federal
government’s actions towards supporting the city administration; (iv) messages
that directly attributed the disaster to climate change; and (v) posts regarding
public security and available shelters for displaced people.

Candidates also focused on national and municipal politics in their Instagram
posts. While the posts usually supported or criticised the current federal
government on national issues, the local discussions were more specific,
including topics such as public education, women’s rights, urban mobility, and
public health being predominant.

The category “miscellaneous” encompasses posts on specific holidays
(Mother’s Day, Carnival, Labor Day, etc.), personal posts on the candidates’
private lives, and posts highlighting their decision to run for mayor in the
municipal elections.

When observing the distribution of these topics over the last months, we saw
that climate-related posts peaked after the first floods hit Porto Alegre, as would
be expected. Graph 3 shows that candidates prioritised the debate around
environmental issues and the floods over other topics in the months immediately
following the floods.

Graph 3: Topic Distribution Over Time
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The graph shows the distribution of topics between 1 January and 31 August 2024 with temporal marks for the floods affecting Porto Alegre

Data Source: Instagram Elaboration: Democracy Reporting International
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Interestingly, the discussion around floods and other climate-related issues
diminished once the political campaigns officially started, on 16 August. In the
next section, we will dive deeper into the candidates’ communications around
these topics in the first two weeks of campaigning.

In this section, we will explore the floods and climate-related topics in greater
detail, to determine how candidates have discussed them since the beginning
of 2024, after which, in the next section, we will dive deep into these
communications during the first two weeks of political campaigning (between 16
and 31 August).

As previously shown, overall, posts about the floods dominated the online
communication of the four leading mayoral candidates. When examining their
communication individually, however, we observed that climate-related posts
prevailed for none of them. Graph 4 shows that climate-related posts were not
the most prevalent for any of the candidates.

Melo (MDB), the current mayor of Porto Alegre, had the highest percentage of
climate-related posts (270 of 424 posts, almost 40 per cent), followed by do
Roséario (PT), who had the highest number of posts overall (1,070), but of which
just 416, just under 28 per cent, were climate-related, and Brizola (PDT), with
nearly around 28 per cent of her posts (111 of 291) discussing the floods and
climate-related issue. The candidate with the lowest percentage of posts
discussing these issues was Camozzato (Novo), with only 76 of his 364 total
posts, (around 17 per cent) related to this topic.
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Graph 4: Volume of Each Candidate’s Climate-Related Posts, Compared to
Overall Posts

Sebastido Melo (MDB)
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The graph shows the percentage of climate-related posts compared to the overall posts on Instagram by mayoral candidates from Porto Alegre between 1 January and
31 August 2024

Data Source: Instagram Elaboration: Democracy Reporting International

® When breaking down their climate-related posts, we observed that, with the
exception of Melo (MDB), all of the candidates posted messages of solidarity and
rebuilding the city as their primary content within all climate-related posts.

Graph 5: Volume of Each Candidate’s Posts addressing Environmental Issues
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The bar graph shows the total amount of climate-related posts in absolute numbers by mayoral candidates from Porto Alegre distributed over categories on Instagram
between 1 January and 31 August 2024.

Data Source: Instagram Elaboration: Democracy Reporting International

Solidarity and Rebuilding the City

® Overall, “solidarity and rebuilding the city" was the most common focus,
indicating its importance in the climate-related discourse among the candidates.
The posts addressed the floods, with messages of solidarity with the affected
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people and families, and shared messages

rebuild Porto Alegre.

®
()

®

(@) estizomeiopos © - Foiiow
Original avdio
@ sebastiaomelopoa @ @ A SOLIDARIEDADE NOS UNE

locais para adog3o:
/prefeitura.poa.br/reconstruir

/0) ricardogomes.poa @ Voltars a zorrir Estamos juntos. prefeitol o

o angelamwnoro Estou com
G marcaosiongo £ isso
W ess

13dsos do RS & de fora para
biicos danificados pelas enchentes

of hope for collective efforts to

Post from Sebastido Melo on
Instagram on 31 May 2024. Caption:
“SOLIDARITY UNITES US

We are asking for the support of
companies and citizens from Rio
Grande do Sul and abroad to adopt

public facilities damaged by the

julianabrizola & « Follow

Original audio

juliana.brizola & Os tempos dificeis revelam a nossa esséncia. O
melhor e o pior de cada um.

Estes dias trigicos, de uma realidade jamais imaginada, trazem
junto uma caracteristica do nosso povo que parecia perdida.
Estou falando de UNIAO. Independente de credo ou crenca
politica, nosso povo prova que ainda é um s6. Solidario,
voluntério, capaz de se doar para ajudar o préximo.

Sim, atitudes ruins também aparecem, as vezes. Mas ndo
representam os gatichos e, otimista que sou, prefiro ignorar.
Meu olhos e meu corag3o estio com a maioria, nessa imensa
onda de carinho e afeto incondicional que tenho visto em locais
de resgate, abrigos, pontos de coleta e distribuigdo de roupas e
alimentos.

Neste fim de semana vejo novamente a esperanca, depois de
tantos dias de dor. E 0 meu sentimento é de gratiddo a cada
uma, cada um que vem ajudando das mais diversas formas.
Tenho certeza que unidos vamos superar tudo.

Meu Rio Grande do Sul, minha querida Porto Alegre, resistam!

#resisters
#ResistePortoAlegre
#s0srs

16w See translation

antoniodepaduaeliasdesousa Somente 3 vitoria faz 0 campeso ¢,
&, na mesma proporg3o, a solidariedade faz um herdi.

16w 3likes Reply Seetranslation

mirianfonseca @ Ahhhh, a esséncia... IV}
Sobra a esperanca!

Qv A

Liked by silvadasilvaleonardo and others

© Addacomment

floods and in need of renovation.
Your contribution is essential if we
are to restore schools, health centres,

parks, squares, and other city assets.
o Porto Alegre is strong when we work
together!

Check out the locations for adoption:
https://prefeitura.poa.br/reconstruir.”

Post from Juliana Brizola on
Instagram on 18 May 2024. Caption:
“Difficult times reveal our essence.
The best and the worst in each of
us.These tragic days, of a reality
never imagined, bring together a
characteristic of our people that
seemed lost. I'm talking about
UNION. Regardless of creed or
political belief, our people are
proving that they are still one.
Solidary, voluntary, capable of giving
of themselves to help their
neighbours. [...]

This weekend | see hope again,
after so many days of pain. And my
feeling is one of gratitude to each
and every person who has helped in
so many different ways. I'm sure that
together we'll overcome everything.
My Rio Grande do Sul, my beloved
Porto Alegre, resist!”

Data Source: Instagram Elaboration: Democracy Reporting International

® The overwhelming focus on rebuilding and solidarity suggests that climate-
related communication is centred on community-focused narratives, likely
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because these resonate more with citizens dealing with the aftermath of

extreme climate

Actions by the Federal Government

events.

® In the "actions by the federal government" category, there is a clear distinction
in how candidates approached the subject, mainly influenced by their political
affiliations. In her posts in this category, do Rosério, being from the same party
as the country’s president, Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva (popularly referred to simply
as “Lula”), predominantly supported and promoted the federal government’s
actions. Her alignment with the federal administration reflects her positive
framing of national initiatives and policies.

M,  angelica.angeli_mugu O nosso presidenta.s melhor coisa &

oQv 2}

Liked by profa_inez and others

3

(@]

Post from Maria do Rosario on
Instagram on 16 May 2024.
Caption: “President @lulaoficial
continues to be sensitive and
mobilised to take care of our Rio
Grande do Sul. On a visit to the
Unisinos shelter in SGo Leopoldo
yesterday, the federal
government announced a series
of measures that will be an
important step in the process of
rebuilding the lives of each of the
families affected by the flood.
Together, we will continue to
work for our Porto Alegre and our
state!”

Data Source: Instagram Elaboration: Democracy Reporting International
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GARANTE JVAIS
11 BILHOES

Post from Maria do Rosario on
Instagram on 15 May 2024.
Caption: “The federal government
continues to work hard for Rio
Grande do Sul. Together with
President @lulaoficial, we will
take care of our people and
rebuild our state.”.

MARIA do#
ROSARIO

deputada federal

oQv Al

Uiked by karlarejanebarcelos and others

© s

Data Source: Instagram Elaboration: Democracy Reporting International

® On the other hand, Camozzato (Novo) took a critical stance towards the federal
government in his posts, reflecting his opposition to Lula’s policies. His
communication strategy in this category likely appeals to voters who are
sceptical of or dissatisfied with federal interventions during the floods in Porto
Alegre. Camozzato’s critique differentiates his platform by positioning him as a
candidate offering an alternative to the status quo, distancing himself from the
current government’s actions.
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a felipecamozzato & « Follow
Original audio

E felipecamozzato & Ainda alguém acredita nas promessas do
governo federal?

Prometeram desconto da linha branca para atingidos por
enchente. no entregaram nada. O projeto ¢ inclusive da Maria
do Rosério, do préprio partido do Lula, e mesmo assim n3o &
suficiente para ele nos ajudar.

Foram muito répidos em fazer promessas e muita propaganda
mas a entrega mesmo no veio. Dizem que o programa esté em
analise e construgdo.

Enquanto isso, a vida de quem foi atingido pelas enchentes
precisa continuar, e ndo é possivel esperar para sempre pela boa
vontade do Lula.

Ha quem diga que Lula teria sido um 6timo presidente durante a
pandemia. A tragédia que assola o Rio Grande do Sul, sem
contar o patético combate & dengue, levanta questionamentos.
sobre isso.

Cada vez mais se torna realidade, que, sim, & 0 povo pelo povo.
Concorda?
8 translation

e fabiane.vitoria.educa 56 no levem ela para 0 segundo tumo. ¢
Pensa nisso@

Reply See translation

@A) oustavogruner Bom, se numa campanha com Camozzato, POA
decidir escolher essa mulher, implode o estado que ndo tem

mais soluggo!

v 17likes Reply See translation

oQv W

Liked by thiagoborne1 and others

Post from Felipe Camozzato on
Instagram on 11 July 2024.
Caption: “Does anyone still
believe the federal government's
promises?

They promised a discount on
white goods for those affected by
the floods, but they haven't
delivered anything. The project is
even Maria do Rosdrio's, from
Lula's own party, and even then,
it's not enough for him to help us.
They were very quick to make
promises and a lot of
propaganda, but the actual
delivery never came. They say
the programme is under analysis
and construction.

In the meantime, the lives of
those affected by the floods must
go on, and it's not possible to wait
forever for Lula's goodwiill.

Some say that Lula would have
been a great president during the
pandemic. The tragedy in Rio
Grande do Sul, not to mention the
pathetic fight against dengue
fever, raises questions about this.
It's becoming increasingly clear
that, yes, it is the people for the
people. Do you agree?”

Data Source: Instagram Elaboration: Democracy Reporting International

® The "climate crisis in Porto Alegre" was not prominent in most candidates' posts.
This indicates that direct attribution of recent floods and environmental disasters
to global climate change is not central to their communication strategies.

® With 44 posts dedicated to this category, do Rosario stands out as the candidate
most actively linking local environmental events to global climate change. Melo
(MDB), Brizola (PDT), and Felipe Camozzato (Novo) had notably fewer posts in
this category. Their limited focus could suggest a decision to concentrate on
immediate, more tangible issues, rather than framing the floods within the
broader context of climate change. Nonetheless, we still found posts by all
candidates addressing the issue, but on a smaller scale than initially expected

by the researchers.
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Post from Sebastido Melo on
Instagram on 15 May 2024.
Caption: “Together with state and
municipal leaders from Rio
Grande do Sul, we received
President Lula's delegation in SGo
Leopoldo.

New measures to combat our
state's climate and humanitarian
crisis were announced.

We trust in collaborative
governance that provides
concrete answers to the people
of Rio Grande do Sul, especially
those who need the most support
at this time.

We need everyone to overcome
the great challenges that lie
ahead.”

Data Source: Instagram Elaboration: Democracy Reporting International

=4 @news
EMENDAS NA CAMARA PARA PREVENCAO

Bancada o

3indicaram emendas
para acbes ambientais

B 8l 730

Farnands Meichions Maria do Rossrio Raginets Biapa,
PsoL PT PT

RS 2,7 milhdes
12010 8 estucos ¢ 0

o acBes de educaso smblental e 8000 obras de prevenclo

®
@

oQyv

_mariadorosario & + Follow

Original audio

_mariadorosario @ Na @globonews destacaram nossa atuagio
na Cimara, que tem sempre sido pautada pelo entendimento de
que a crise climética & imediata, Infelizmente, isso se tornou uma
realidade trégica no Rio Grande do Sul, & na minha Porto Alegre,

A erise climética € hoje. N3o podemos esperar momentos de
tragédia para agir.
See translation

moniquesinai Cadé o rest??722

17w 2likes Reply See translation

elianapassarin @ @ @ @elas sabem que a mie Gaia precisa
de todos nos

17w 2likes Reply See translation

fan.tuc
barcos,

mente pouco é importante, estamos vendo
s sendo barrados pra ajudar, mas na mesma
mio j estdo falando de desburocratizaio pra grana???? Cadé
3 urgéncia, era pra ter o exército nas ruas, marinha aeronautica
enfim, ndo & esse apelo que vemos, mas falar de Pix foi a
primeira coisa que vimos pedir, essa conta € de Todos, & s
fizeram sua parte querem uma medalha @' P. francamente,
& ridiculo quererem num momento desse se vangloriar.

7w 4likes Reply See translation

vicentecriss Parabéns! A senhora foi uma das 3 deputadas que
fizeram alguma coisa. Merece reconhecimento @ @ @@

7w 6likes Reply See transiation

@ Liked by orafapimenta and others

ment

Post from Maria do Rosario on
Instagram on 7 May 2024.
Caption: “On @globonews they
highlighted our work in the
Chamber, which has always been
guided by the understanding that
the climate crisis is immediate.
Unfortunately, this has become a
tragic reality in Rio Grande do Sul,
and in my Porto Alegre.

The climate crisis is today. We
can't wait for moments of tragedy
to act”.

Data Source: Instagram Elaboration: Democracy Reporting International

® This disparity in the focus of the candidates’ posts suggests a predominant
avoidance of the broader climate change dialogue in favour of more immediate,

tangible responses to environmental disasters. It indicates that most candidates
opted to address the immediate effects of the floods and the urgent needs of
the constituents, rather than engaging in a comprehensive discussion about
long-term systemic climate challenges and policy innovations.
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Flood Warnings and Public Security

® The four candidates did not often post about public security and flood warnings,
suggesting that these topics are less central to their social media strategies.
Apart from Melo (MDB), who had the most posts covering flood warnings — most
likely due to his role as the current mayor — the candidates posted fewer real-
time warnings to the population.

® Posts on “public security” discussed specific and necessary measures the local
government should take — or had taken — to ensure the safety of displaced
people, especially women and children, at public shelters. This was a topic of
concern throughout the rescue and placement of the population in the shelters,
and many women and children showed relief when the local government

announced exclusive shelters.

@) ssstzomaioa® - ol .. Post from Sebastido Melo on
Instagram on 10 May 2024.
.. Caption: “ 8 SECURITY IN
e i e R e SHELTERS
We have announced important
measures to reinforce security in
shelters the city runs, especially
for women and children.”

g ronaldoseligman O nosso prestimoso prefeito conta com a ©
colaboragio da super competente Leticia Zereu! Parabéns

Tw Tlike Reply Seetranslation

. /) nanabananakidsbrecho_kids Melhor prefeito @ ©

4likes Reply See translation

—  View replies (2)

S < @ icial Parabém S
S E) Di,-. =Y @leopoldino.valeria vcs s3o exemplos @ QO ®

7w 16likes Reply See translation

——  View replies (1

heloizascherer corretora Tem g colocar os homens jovense ¢
com condigdes fisicas a ajudarem, eles ndo precisam ficar nos

S 3brigos...
parajajabrigagem 17w TSlikes Reply See transiation
feminina — Viewreplies (34)

/ﬁ) lulagoas E cada dia repito, orgulho do meu prefeito .
=7 17w 27likes Reply Seetranslation
Liked by ronaldoseligman and others
May 10
© Addacomment

Data Source: Instagram Elaboration: Democracy Reporting International

Engagement per Climate-Related Topic

® Graph 6 shows that posts about the "climate crisis in Porto Alegre," despite being
fewer in number, generated the highest average engagement among all topics.
This indicates that, while the volume of discussion around the broader climate
issues was smaller, these posts resonated strongly with the audience, potentially
due to the critical relevance of climate change discussions within the context of
ongoing environmental challenges in Porto Alegre.
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Graph 6: Volume of Posts by All Candidates in the First Two Weeks of the Election

Campaign

Total Posts Average Engagement

B Average Engagement [ Mumber of Posts

The graph shows the total number of posts per climate-related topic and average engagement on Instagram between 1 January and 31 August, 2024,

Data Source: Instagram Elaboration: Democracy Reporting International
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® "Solidarity and rebuilding the city" was the most frequently discussed topic, with
the highest number of posts. It also generated high engagement levels, second
only slightly to the broader climate crisis topic. This suggests a solid public
connection and response to posts that focus on community rebuilding efforts
and solidarity, highlighting the importance of these themes in the aftermath of

the floods.

® Between 16 and 31 August, the first two weeks of the official election campaign,
candidates posted different volumes of content online. Do Rosario (PT) was by

far the most active candidate on Instagram during this time, with 130 posts, more

than double the number of posts by any other candidate.
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Graph 7: Volume of Each Candidate’s Posts in the First Two Weeks of the Election
Campaign

Maria do Rosario (PT)
Juliana Brizola (PDT)
Sebastido Melo (MDB)

Felipe Camozzato (Novao)

The graph shows the total number of posts on Instagram by mayoral candidates from Porto Alegre between 16 and 31 August 2024

Data Source: Instagram Elaboration: Democracy Reporting International

® Although the first television debate dominated the online discussion of floods
and climate-related issues, our data from the first two weeks of campaigning
shows a different picture. Out of the total 275 posts the four candidates shared
online, only 62 addressed the “floods and climate-related” topic.

Graph 8: Number of Posts per Topic per Candidate in the First Two Weeks of
Political Campaign

The treemap shows the number of posts per mayoral candidate from Porto Alegre by topic found on Instagram between 16 and 31 August 2024

Data Source: Instagram Elaboration: Democracy Reporting International
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® In the first two weeks, Brizola (PDT) lead in the flood and climate-related posts
category, with 27 posts. Before the campaign started, she shared significantly
less than do Rosario and Melo ond these issues, suggesting that Brizola might
now actively engage with the climate change narrative to emphasise this topic
for her electorate.

“ juliana.brizola ® « Follow
Original audio
@ juliana.brizola @ O estrago foi grande e a recuperacio t4 56 no
inicio.

Conversando com a comunidade do 4° Distrito, a gente sente a
dimens&o do que nossa cidade enfrentou e da falta de seguranga
que as pessoas sentem com o futuro.

Nio podemos deixar Porto Alegre na mio. Tem que ter
mudanga, tem que ter coragem.
#UnicaViaPraPOA #Confia

2w See translation

For you v/

) @, julianomacieloficial Para se reerguer, Porto Alegre precisa

™ (mais do que nunca) de um governo com a principal marca do
trabalhismo: o equilibrio entre trabalho e capital. Empresérios
trabalhadores lado a lado para impulsionar um novo ciclo de
desenvolvimento. E, obviamente, somente a Juliana Brizola
pode liderar este processo.

2w 2likes Reply See translation

—  View replies (1)

. vanderson_lopes1 Juliana Brizola é a solugio para POA!

2w 1like Reply See translation

—— View replies (1)

Quasei60mypor: ai: . 5 @ mauriciovitoriapoa @ Estamos juntos para ajudar a

RECONSTRUIR Porto Alegre. 0000

2w Reply See translation

—  Viewreplies (3)

Liked by cvfabricia and others
August 22

© Addacomment

oQv A

Post from Juliana Brizola on
Instagram on 22 August 2024.
Caption: “The damage was great
and recovery has only just begun.
Talking to the community in the
4th District, we realise the scale
of what our city has faced and the
lack of security that people feel
about the future.

We can't let Porto Alegre down.
There has to be change, there
has to be courage”.

Data Source: Instagram Elaboration: Democracy Reporting International
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About the Media and Democracy Project

The School of Communication, Media, and Information of the Getllio Vargas
Foundation (FGV ECMI) and the European Union (EU) have established a partnership to
collaborate on strengthening Brazilian democracy and the integrity of digital spaces.
The initiative, known as the Media and Democracy Project, will be conducted in
collaboration with the fact-checking platform Lupa, “Democracy Reporting
International” (DRI) the German centre for public debate analysis. The project focuses
on debates concerning gender issues, racial inequality, minority rights, hate speech,
and other important agendas in Brazilian politics. The project encompasses monitoring
and analysis of digital media, fact-checking, and the establishment of a Council as a
public space for promoting positive dialogue, involving researchers, civil society,
representatives from the government, and platform stakeholders.

This report was written, and the data analysis conducted by Beatriz Saab, Digital
Democracy Research Officer at Democracy Reporting International.

RE Unizo Europeia

¥ FGV COMUNICAGAO RIO Financlado pela

DEMOCRACY
Lu pa \ REPORTING

INTERNATIONAL
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W FGV

Founded in 1944, the Getulio Vargas Foundation (Fundacdo Getdlio Vargas,
FGV) was established with the goal of promoting Brazil's socioeconomic
development through the education of qualified administrators in both the
public and private sectors. Over time, FGV expanded its scope to
encompass other fields of knowledge such as Social Sciences, Law,
Economics, History, Applied Mathematics, International Relations, and
Communication, becoming a benchmark for quality and excellence with its
ten schools.

Edificio Luiz Sim3es Lopes (Sede)

Praia de Botafogo 190, Rio de Janeiro — RJ - CEP 22250-900
Caixa Postal 62.591 CEP 22257-970

Tel (21) 3799-5498 www.fgv.br

First founding president
Luiz SimBes Lopes

President
Carlos Ivan Simonsen Leal

Vice Presidents
Francisco Oswaldo Neves Dornelles (licensed)
Marcos Cintra Cavalcanti de Albuquerque

¥ FGV COMUNICAGAO RIO

Established in 2022, the School of Communication, Media, and Information
(FGV ECMI) is a pioneer in educating a new profile of professionals who will
work in strategic sectors of Communication, Media, and Information within
public institutions, private companies, and Third Sector organizations. The
School combines FGV's tradition and FGV DAPP's extensive experience in
applying Technology and Data Science to innovate and propose solutions in
the field of Communication. FGV ECMI brings together highly qualified
professors from Brazil and abroad, an internationally recognized teaching
methodology, an innovative curriculum, state-of-the-art laboratories, and
networking and professional placement experiences for students.

www.ecmi.fgv.br

Director
Marco Aurelio Ruediger
E-mail: marco.ruediger@fgv.br
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