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Executive summary

Our research and analysis suggest that currently Libyans are far more interested in reading
about and discussing political news and security than the UN, elections or the constitution.

The prevalence of stories about airstrikes and developments in the civil war demonstrates
that information relating to civilians’ wellbeing is given discernible priority over much else;
the relative lack of engagement on the kidnapping of the Member of Parliament Seham
Sergiwa (it is not known if she was killed or if she is still alive) or the Berlin conference in its
initial stages is further evidence of this.

Moreover, the fractured and disparate nature of much of the political conversation that draws
such a high percentage of the available attention reflects the current state of Libyan society
and its political system. However, the surge in interest seen around the actual occurrence of
the Berlin conference suggest that Libyans have not become entirely jaded to the possibility
of progress and reconciliation, but that they demand concrete evidence that the talk will
manifest into action.

The e�ect of the Libyan National Army’s assault on Tripoli on media coverage and
engagement continued to ripple throughout the following several months. The domination
of the UAE-backed 218tv in particular highlights the considerable potential foreign
interreference in the Libyan media

The other media outlets to consistently receive a significant proportion of engagements was
the pro-Ha�ar Almarsad. While second to 218tv in all but one category, they were the most
interacted-with Facebook page with only a one exception. Their slick presentation and
consistent stream of posts and updates likely contributes to this, and their position as the
most engaged-with site on the topic of the UN shows their potential to be a decisive voice
both on that issue and overall.

Introduction

Ever since the Libyan Arab Armed Forces (previously known as the Libyan National Army (LNA) led by Ha�ar)
attempted to take control of Tripoli from the UN-backed Government of National Accord (GNA) on April 4,
2019, the prospect of political stabilisation, a presidential election and a constitutional referendum has
become increasingly remote. This is reflected in our analysis of Libyan social media activity over the period
from July 1 to October 31, as political discussion dominates coverage and engagements followed by security,
while elections, the constitution and the UN struggle to make an impact.
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Con�ict and Security

The following report will analyse Libyan social media activity across the four categories of:

Security and Conflict
Domestic and Foreign Politics
Elections and the Constitution
The UN

Using a mixture of quantitative and qualitative research, it will evaluate the prominent themes in online
discussion relating to these four topics and the key voices that propagate them. This will be done using a base
list of 20 Arabic language, Libya-focused publications, in addition to all .ly domains, and 48 international,
national and local Facebook pages of the same criteria.

The methodology used for this report can be found at the end of this document.

Security and Conflict is defined as news relating to military activity, threats to civic order and the safety of
civilians, and potential or realised violence. This can include ceasefire negotiations, direct military attacks
or intervention and the behaviour or statements of armed groups.

In the period from July 1 to October 31, 2,033 articles were published by Libyan media outlets on the subject
of security. These garnered 1,152,519 Facebook engagements at an average of 566 per article. There was a
consistent decline in interest across the four months, resulting in less content and demonstrating a waning
interest in security issues as distance builds between the present and the assault on Tripoli in April. July
provided the peak at 606 articles and 433,706 Facebook engagements at an average of 716 engagements per
article. This is almost 30% of the total articles published and a significant step above the average engagements
for the period. In contrast, October saw 434 articles and 168,984 engagements at an average of 289, producing
only 21% of the total articles published and a 60% drop in average engagements when compared to July.

The topic that has driven security-related engagement over the period appears to be airstrikes. The top-
performing article in each month has either directly reported on airstrikes or on comments made by high-
profile o�icials in response to them. For example, the article that drew the most engagement over the entire
period was 218tv.net’s report on August 14 that LAAF spokesman Ahmed al-Mismari had referred to GNA
soldiers as “terrorists” for the recent bombings in Murzuq and near Benghazi. It received 24,300 engagements.

This points to another key driver of activity, which is the mention of terrorism or Daesh (IS). While not drawing
the same numbers as coverage of airstrikes, at least one article with reference to terrorists or terrorism
appears in the top 5-interacted with articles of every month. For example, while October’s most interacted-
with article is about airstrikes conducted by the LAAF, the second and third place articles are about IS-related
activity. These articles reported on the arrest of a suspected IS member in Sirte on October 14 and the US-led
airstrikes targeting IS, beginning in late September. They drew 13,800 and 12,100 engagements, respectively.

The weekly distribution of activity reinforces this observation. The peaks in reporting and engagements seen
below demonstrate a response to a pattern of events, namely significant airstrikes and the consequent
activity.

https://www.218tv.net/%D8%B3%D9%84%D8%A7%D8%AD-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AC%D9%88-%D9%8A%D9%86%D9%81%D8%B0-%D8%B6%D8%B1%D8%A8%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D8%AC%D9%88%D9%8A%D8%A9-%D8%B9%D9%84%D9%89-%D8%B9%D8%AF%D8%A9-%D9%85%D9%88%D8%A7%D9%82%D8%B9/
https://www.218tv.net/%D9%82%D9%88%D8%A9-%D9%85%D9%83%D8%A7%D9%81%D8%AD%D8%A9-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A5%D8%B1%D9%87%D8%A7%D8%A8-%D8%AA%D9%84%D9%82%D9%8A-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%82%D8%A8%D8%B6-%D8%B9%D9%84%D9%89-%D8%A5%D8%B1%D9%87%D8%A7/
https://www.218tv.net/%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%88%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%8A%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D8%AA%D8%AD%D8%AF%D8%A9-%D8%AA%D9%86%D9%81%D8%B0-%D8%BA%D8%A7%D8%B1%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D8%AC%D9%88%D9%8A%D8%A9-%D8%B9%D9%84%D9%89-%D9%85/


Week Top Article English

Week
1

ا����ر: ����ت ���� “�����” ����� ��ا��� Manfour: “Intense airstrikes await Tripoli”

Week
6

ا���� �ُ��� ����� 5 ����ت ���� ����� ��زق The army announces carrying out 5 airstrikes on
the environs of Merzeg

Week
12

ا���� ��� “��رات �����” ��� ���زن ا����ق The army launches “violent strikes” on Wifaq
storehouses

Week
16

��ة ������ ا�ر��ب ���� ا���� ��� إر����
�� ����� دا�� �� ��ت

Anti-terror force arrests a Daesh terrorist in Sirte

The week commencing July 1 saw 183 articles published and 147,066 engagements. Eight of the top ten
articles that week were about the LAAF’s announcement of an airstrike campaign targeting Tripoli or the
airstrikes themselves. Much of the coverage focused on the strike against a migrant centre in Tajoura, near
Tripoli, on July 2. An exception to this was an Almarsad article that discussed the prime minister of the
Government of National Accord, Fayez al-Sarraj, asking Turkish president Recep Tayyip Erdogan for support
from the Turkish air force, in order to combat the onslaught from Ha�ar and the LAAF, which was ranked fi�h
for the week and received 10,400 engagements.

This trend of spikes in activity to correspond with new airstrikes or terrorism-related news continues with the
other three standout weeks, albeit with diminishing returns as overall engagement decreases. The week
commencing August 5 is dominated by discussion of the airstrikes in Murzuq and Misrata, September 16 by
reports of those targeting Mitiga, Misrata and Sirte, and October 14 by articles detailing the aforementioned US
airstrikes against IS and the fallout from the bombing of the Farnaj neighbourhood of Tripoli. These four weeks
earned 38% of the total engagement for 18-week period. At the lowest point for engagement, the week of
August 19, the only article to receive any notable tra�ic was about another shelling of Mitiga airport. It
received 10,900 engagements, versus an article about protestors from the state electricity company being
attacked that earned 609 engagements in second place for the week.

218tv.net dominates the security-related articles published over the period in question, producing 172 articles
and 620,690 engagements at an average of 3,609 per article. The chart below shows the share of engagements
between the surveyed publications:

218tv produced the most engaged-with article every month, and the entirety of the top five in July and
October and the top ten in August and September, earning 54% of the month’s engagements. Almarsad also
dominates, publishing only 103 articles, but earning 24% of the total engagements across all of the 10
surveyed sources. If these two outlets are taken out of the equation, we see a more diverse spread:

https://www.218tv.net/%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D9%86%D9%81%D9%88%D8%B1-%D8%B6%D8%B1%D8%A8%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D8%AC%D9%88%D9%8A%D8%A9-%D9%85%D9%83%D8%AB%D9%81%D8%A9-%D8%AA%D9%86%D8%AA%D8%B8%D8%B1-%D8%B7%D8%B1%D8%A7%D8%A8%D9%84/
https://www.218tv.net/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AC%D9%8A%D8%B4-%D9%8A%D9%8F%D8%B9%D9%84%D9%86-%D8%AA%D9%86%D9%81%D9%8A%D8%B0-5-%D8%B6%D8%B1%D8%A8%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D8%AC%D9%88%D9%8A%D8%A9-%D8%A8%D9%85%D8%AD%D9%8A%D8%B7-%D9%85%D8%B1%D8%B2/
https://www.218tv.net/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AC%D9%8A%D8%B4-%D9%8A%D8%B4%D9%86-%D8%BA%D8%A7%D8%B1%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D8%B9%D9%86%D9%8A%D9%81%D8%A9-%D8%B9%D9%84%D9%89-%D9%85%D8%AE%D8%A7%D8%B2%D9%86-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%88%D9%81%D8%A7/
https://www.218tv.net/%D9%82%D9%88%D8%A9-%D9%85%D9%83%D8%A7%D9%81%D8%AD%D8%A9-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A5%D8%B1%D9%87%D8%A7%D8%A8-%D8%AA%D9%84%D9%82%D9%8A-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%82%D8%A8%D8%B6-%D8%B9%D9%84%D9%89-%D8%A5%D8%B1%D9%87%D8%A7/
https://almarsad.co/2019/07/05/%D8%A5%D9%86%D8%AA%D9%84%D8%AC%D9%86%D8%B3-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B3%D8%B1%D8%A7%D8%AC-%D8%B7%D9%84%D8%A8-%D9%85%D9%86-%D8%A3%D8%B1%D8%AF%D9%88%D8%BA%D8%A7%D9%86-%D8%A5%D8%B1%D8%B3%D8%A7%D9%84-%D9%82%D9%88/
https://www.218tv.net/%D8%AA%D8%B9%D9%84%D9%8A%D9%82-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D9%84%D8%A7%D8%AD%D8%A9-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AC%D9%88%D9%8A%D8%A9-%D9%81%D9%8A-%D9%85%D8%B7%D8%A7%D8%B1-%D9%85%D8%B9%D9%8A%D8%AA%D9%8A%D9%82%D8%A9/


Libya Akhbar produced 34% of the articles across the period, but their engagements per article was 75% lower
than the average (160 versus 692). Afrigate News published 298 articles for 5% of the engagements. Overall,
218tv is comfortably the most popular source for security-related news, publishing the top 16 articles across
the period in question, followed by Almarsad. With 218tv and Almarsad removed, the top article for the period
was Libya Akhbar’s report on the injury of alleged GNA-aligned commander Salah Badi in the Farnaj airstrikes
on October 17, which received 6,100 interactions. Second and third place went to Afrigate News articles
detailing the downing of a drone on September 12th and the comments of a GNA-aligned military leader
supporting the merger of political and military institutions. These earned 2,200 and 5,400 interactions
respectively.

On Facebook there is a broader spread of engagement across the top ten pages for security-related discussion
between July and October, seen in the table below. ObservatoryLY (the name of Almarsad’s Facebook page)
and AJEL.Aradshif.News earn around 1m interactions each, whereas third place al-Akhbar al’aajilat
walmu’kiduh receives 364,201; however, the comparable interaction rate seen for the pages at 7, 8 and 10 in
the table below demonstrate that a more diverse set of voices are being heard on Facebook than in published
media.

The top posts from July to October demonstrate much the same story as the articles. A post from OnlyLibya on
October 3 that received 14,856 interactions served as a prayer for the safety of anyone in the vicinity of
incoming airstrikes. The discussion in response to the post was primarily religious messages of support and
condolence for the victims of the airstrikes, and repeated lamentation of the violence with almost no political
sentiment on display at all.

The top post for the period was again from 218tv on October 7 announcing the death of a doctor in a recent
airstrike, and it received much the same response as OnlyLibya’s, with an outpouring of prayers and criticism
of the violence that led to his death. Political commentary was muted, with some minimal expression of
general pro-Libya views and criticism of political leaders for allowing such deaths to occur.

https://www.libyaakhbar.com/libya-news/1053001.html?__cf_chl_jschl_tk__=64bfa834701014c8a5932b3de53eeb305255b411-1585761644-0-AT8Urx0hncbH-uOEMhGdC--a5-TgeAskFaqpks6bR_WxxCUL_HQkbLpJmBKXtNygT5VLEH12EErePVrV8fAIx2GoS0824lghbEK1J2D1gyMRMuCQDr25bZ5T1nDW9LH0eOPLj9qoqp2aL9M6LU2X9TGG_l31aSAr2BMRLhmFRmzSnuORBE2AHbxGb5ByUbEwS-v5iVjUTC2iFFCzj2_M1GyNgs5Khv_DtHxG5Ri-Yl01W-N4_GjP0D2QzqgmFm_Tt8BPYwtaS_gnHc3Qo3cDth2N6XulXVuoQiBWS82OatxEhLQoIS2FXGgY9wqyU8h9YA
https://www.afrigatenews.net/article/%D9%82%D9%88%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AC%D9%8A%D8%B4-%D8%AA%D8%B3%D9%82%D8%B7-%D8%B7%D8%A7%D8%A6%D8%B1%D8%A9-%D9%85%D8%B3%D9%8A%D8%B1%D8%A9-%D9%81%D9%8A-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AC%D9%81%D8%B1%D8%A9/
https://www.afrigatenews.net/article/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B4%D8%B1%D9%8A%D9%81-%D8%B3%D9%86%D8%AF%D9%85%D8%AC-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AB%D9%88%D8%A7%D8%B1-%D9%81%D9%8A-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D8%A4%D8%B3%D8%B3%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D9%84%D8%AF%D9%88%D8%B1%D9%87%D9%85-%D9%81%D9%8A-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AD%D9%81%D8%A7%D8%B8-%D8%B9%D9%84%D9%89-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AF%D9%88%D9%84%D8%A9-%D9%88%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AF%D9%8A%D9%85%D9%82%D8%B1%D8%A7%D8%B7%D9%8A%D8%A9/
https://www.facebook.com/OnlyLibya/posts/2727487013953464
https://www.facebook.com/218tv/posts/1059899787685122


A post from Eye of Libya on September 13th reported on the death of three high-profile LAAF military
personnel and received 4,876 interactions. The comments section shared the religious tone of the previous
posts’ responses but di�ered in that 32 of the 50 coded comments expressed anti-GNA sentiment. The
politicised nature of military killings rather than civilian is reflected in the comments.

Eight of the top ten posts are warning of incoming airstrikes or commemorating recent casualties.

Twitter analysis tells much the same story. The vast majority of the 51,665 posts referred to news or rumours
of military action. Updates on airstrikes are numerous and o�en highlight those carried out by Ha�ar’s forces
and their allies. Human and material losses incurred by attacks is a common theme.

Examples of the most engaged-with posts include this tweet reporting the LAAF airstrikes targeting a migrant
centre in Tajoura.

Or this tweet from 218tv that accuses GNA-aligned armed groups of forcing migrants into military uniform
despite claiming the LAAF is using migrants in combat.

https://www.facebook.com/eanlibya/posts/2501845313233414
https://twitter.com/FebruaryChannel/status/1147202931458019329
https://twitter.com/218news/status/1147150641304748033


This post reports on images showing the recovery operation a�er LAAF airstrikes, accusing Ha�ar of being a
war criminal.

In fact, many the spikes in Twitter activity can clearly be attributed to news relating to airstrikes and
bombings:

It is also worth noting the key voices on Twitter, whose posts reach the greatest number of people:

Many of the same names seen on Facebook are also seen on Twitter. Almarsad notably plays a much smaller
role on Twitter; this graphic di�ers from their typically strong performance on Facebook throughout this
report. Twitter account @hosseinmosa is an extremely prominent voice not seen on the other platforms,
whose most popular tweets within the topic share updates on military activity. Regardless of the source of the
post, very little Twitter content received more than a few retweets; posts are seen and interacted with, but not
passed on.

Ultimately, it appears that many Libyans have been most concerned with keeping up to date with events that
they feel pose an imminent danger to their safety, exemplified by the popularity of articles and posts
commenting on airstrikes, IS and terrorism-linked activity. The wider spread seen on Facebook pages is
possibly indicative of a shi� in how audiences receive and engage with news, moving towards peer-to-peer
dissemination and not leaning as heavily on an outlet-driven news cycle. This setup has given Libyan readers
more power to dictate the structures and form in which they receive information.

It is significant to note that 218tv, Alwasat and Afrigate are reported to have received UAE funding, and
Almarsad espouses evidently pro-Ha�ar, and anti-Turkey, views. Attention was drawn to Almarsad’s pro-Ha�ar
stance and Emirati funding by Sky News correspondent Alex Crawford when she accused them of
misrepresenting a report of hers. Between them, these four outlets produced 997 articles, almost half of the
content; however, political discussion on their social media pages appears to be limited to the posts for which
it is explicitly relevant. These sentiments are not so intensely fierce as to spill over into any online interaction.

https://twitter.com/BurkanLy/status/1183725818079580160
https://twitter.com/hosseinmosa?lang=en
https://www.libyaobserver.ly/news/uae-sponsors-libyan-tv-stations-and-newspapers-create-chaos
https://almarsad.co/2019/08/06/%D9%84%D9%88%D8%A7%D8%A1-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B5%D9%85%D9%88%D8%AF-%D8%B9%D9%86-%D9%82%D8%B5%D9%81-%D9%88%D8%AA%D8%AF%D9%85%D9%8A%D8%B1-%D8%B7%D8%A7%D8%A6%D8%B1%D8%A9-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B4%D8%AD%D9%86-%D8%A7/
https://twitter.com/alexcrawfordsky/status/1118085213035356160?lang=en


Domestic and Foreign Politics

Domestic and Foreign Politics is defined as news relating to political figures, institutions and factions. It
can involve discussion of public services, international relations or state-owned enterprise. It encompasses
the operation of government and other political institutions and individuals, whereas Elections refers
exclusively to electoral politics.

Between July 1 and October 31, 2019, 4,325 articles were published reporting on political news. These earned
2,535,715 engagements at an average of 586 interactions per article. It is immediately worth taking note of the
fact that, while the average engagements for political articles is roughly the same as that seen for security-
related articles, the volume of content produced is over double. This suggests that there is a considerably
greater appetite for political news. Political news saw a fluctuation in both the number of articles published
and the number of engagements, but the peaks of these respective metrics did not occur in the same month.
July saw the highest number of engagements, 887,560, in response to 1,142 articles; however, 1,202 articles
were published in September, yet they received only 650,445 engagements. This is a decrease of 30% in
average engagements despite the slightly higher volume of content.

The low point is between the two, in August, in which 871 articles were published and received 409,775
interactions. There is nothing that stands out topically or in the news cycle that could explain this dip, so it is
likely due to Eid taking place from August 11th to 15. In fact, the week-by-week analysis will show us that the
week of Eid is comfortably the low point for both articles published and engagements, with 124 and 65,529
respectively. The interactions per article rate of 528 is not dramatically lower than the total average of 586,
suggesting that readers’ appetite remained, but content to consume was limited due to the religious holiday.

Week Top Article English

Week
1

ا���� �ُ�����.. ����� ��ا��� ���� �����
����ة

The army announces that the battle for Tripoli
enters a new stage

Week
9

أ�����ن إ��������”: ���� زار �����“
�ـ4 أ��م

African intelligence: Ha�ar visited Moscow for four
days

Week
13

ا���اج: أردو��ن ���� ����� ���� ��
ا�و��ت ا�����

Sarraj: Erdogan is a true friend in di�icult times

https://www.218tv.net/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AC%D9%8A%D8%B4-%D9%8A%D9%8F%D8%B9%D9%84%D9%86%D9%87%D8%A7-%D9%85%D8%B9%D8%B1%D9%83%D8%A9-%D8%B7%D8%B1%D8%A7%D8%A8%D9%84%D8%B3-%D8%AA%D8%AF%D8%AE%D9%84-%D9%85%D8%B1%D8%AD%D9%84%D8%A9/
https://www.218tv.net/%D8%A3%D9%81%D8%B1%D9%8A%D9%83%D8%A7%D9%86-%D8%A5%D9%86%D8%AA%D9%8A%D9%84%D9%8A%D8%AC%D9%86%D8%B3-%D8%AD%D9%81%D8%AA%D8%B1-%D8%B2%D8%A7%D8%B1-%D9%85%D9%88%D8%B3%D9%83%D9%88-%D9%84%D9%804-%D8%A3/
https://www.218tv.net/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B3%D8%B1%D8%A7%D8%AC-%D8%A3%D8%B1%D8%AF%D9%88%D8%BA%D8%A7%D9%86-%D8%B5%D8%AF%D9%8A%D9%82-%D8%AD%D9%82%D9%8A%D9%82%D9%8A-%D9%8A%D8%B8%D9%87%D8%B1-%D9%81%D9%8A-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A3%D9%88/


Week
17

��ن ����� ا���اج.. أ���ء �� ا����ل “أ��
����ة” �� رو���

News of the arrest of Aby Ubaidah, who
accompanied Sarraj to Russia

The week commencing September 23 saw the highest numbers by both metrics, likely due to the UN General
Assembly session concurrently taking place. The most popular article of the week was also the top article for
the month. It received 33,800 interactions and detailed PM al-Sarraj’s meeting with Turkish President Erdogan
at the UN General Assembly.

A�er the General Assembly there is another precipitous fall in activity, before spiking back up in mid-October.
The top article in the first week of the jump received 20,400 interactions and detailed Khalifa Ha�ar’s
comments on Saif al-Islam Gaddafi’s right to run for President. The second most interacted-with reports on al-
Sarraj’s denial of any involvement with Russia mercenaries and responding directly to Ha�ar’s accusations.
There is evidently interest in the public comments made by political figures, and this sparked tra�ic a�er a
relative news drought over the previous two weeks, during which the most interacted-with article was about
educational reform. The top articles in July focus on foreign interference and comments from political leaders
in relation to the civil war. The most interacted-with article featured a GNA denial that they had recruited Salah
Badi, a militia leader sanctioned by the US, UK and France, that received 35,100 interactions.

This culminates in an impression that the primary drivers of engagement in political news are the activity of a
foreign governments in Libya or with Libyan actors, and the political progress and context behind the ongoing
civil war.

Again, we can see that the engagements are driven by two outlets in particular: the UAE-backed 218tv and the
pro-Ha�ar Almarsad. They produced 19% of the published articles between them while amassing 78% of the
engagements.

If these two media outlets are taken out of the equation, we can see a much more even distribution amongst
the remaining outlets. This highlights that 218tv and Almarsad are receiving a dispoportiantely high level of
engagement with their published content when compared to their competition.

This exclusion somewhat broadens the range of topics discussed in the articles receiving the most
engagements every month. Without 218tv and Almarsad, the top article for July would be Afrigate News’
report on a legal dispute involving Mu'tasim Billah, son of Muammar Gaddafi, which received 4,900
engagements. In September, it would have been another Afrigate article on the late Gaddafi’s family’s appeal
to the African Union to investigate his death. However, the themes prevalent in the overall landscape do not
disappear if the two dominant media outlets are excluded: the second most interacted-with article for October
would be a Libya Akhbar report detailing Ha�ar’s denial that he is in contact with Saif al-Islam Gaddafi.
Overall, the narratives that receive significant coverage from the two biggest outlets are broadly popular
beyond this audience, but they shroud a slightly more diverse set of interests, such as the state of social
services.

An analysis of Facebook posts reveals that Almarsad’s Facebook page, Libyan Observatory, and 218tv still
receive high numbers of interactions, but their domination is less pronounced. This is especially true on the
part of 218tv, which ranks seventh for the period, while Almarsad sits at the top of the table below. There is a
mixture of written publications, TV news networks and dedicated Facebook groups, and overall the topic of
domestic and foreign politics is garnering significant attention.

https://www.218tv.net/%D9%83%D8%A7%D9%86-%D8%A8%D8%B1%D9%81%D9%82%D8%A9-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B3%D8%B1%D8%A7%D8%AC-%D8%A3%D9%86%D8%A8%D8%A7%D8%A1-%D8%B9%D9%86-%D8%A7%D8%B9%D8%AA%D9%82%D8%A7%D9%84-%D8%A3%D8%A8%D9%88-%D8%B9/
https://www.218tv.net/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B3%D8%B1%D8%A7%D8%AC-%D8%A3%D8%B1%D8%AF%D9%88%D8%BA%D8%A7%D9%86-%D8%B5%D8%AF%D9%8A%D9%82-%D8%AD%D9%82%D9%8A%D9%82%D9%8A-%D9%8A%D8%B8%D9%87%D8%B1-%D9%81%D9%8A-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A3%D9%88/
https://www.218tv.net/%D8%AD%D9%81%D8%AA%D8%B1-%D9%84%D8%A7-%D9%8A%D9%88%D8%AC%D8%AF-%D8%A3%D9%8A-%D8%AA%D9%88%D8%A7%D8%B5%D9%84-%D8%A8%D9%8A%D9%86%D9%8A-%D9%88%D8%A8%D9%8A%D9%86-%D8%B3%D9%8A%D9%81-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%82/
https://www.218tv.net/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B3%D8%B1%D8%A7%D8%AC-%D9%88%D8%AC%D8%AF%D9%86%D8%A7-%D8%A8%D8%B9%D8%B6-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D8%AD%D8%AA%D9%88%D9%8A%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D9%88%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D9%82%D8%AA%D9%86%D9%8A%D8%A7/
https://www.218tv.net/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B3%D8%B1%D8%A7%D8%AC-%D9%8A%D8%A8%D8%AD%D8%AB-%D8%AE%D8%B7%D8%A9-%D8%AA%D8%AD%D8%B3%D9%8A%D9%86-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D9%85%D9%84%D9%8A%D8%A9-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AA%D8%B9%D9%84%D9%8A%D9%85/
https://www.218tv.net/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AC%D9%88%D9%8A%D9%84%D9%8A-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%88%D9%81%D8%A7%D9%82-%D9%84%D9%85-%D8%AA%D8%AC%D9%86%D8%AF-%D8%B5%D9%84%D8%A7%D8%AD-%D8%A8%D8%A7%D8%AF%D9%8A/
https://www.afrigatenews.net/article/%D8%B9%D8%A7%D8%A6%D9%84%D8%A9-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%82%D8%B0%D8%A7%D9%81%D9%8A-%D8%AA%D9%83%D8%B4%D9%81-%D8%AD%D9%82%D9%8A%D9%82%D8%A9-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A3%D9%85%D9%88%D8%A7%D9%84-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D9%86%D8%B3%D9%88%D8%A8%D8%A9-%D9%84%D9%84%D9%85%D8%B9%D8%AA%D8%B5%D9%85-%D8%A8%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%84%D9%87/
https://www.afrigatenews.net/article/%D8%B9%D8%A7%D8%A6%D9%84%D8%A9-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%82%D8%B0%D8%A7%D9%81%D9%8A-%D8%AA%D8%B7%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A8-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A7%D8%AA%D8%AD%D8%A7%D8%AF-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A5%D9%81%D8%B1%D9%8A%D9%82%D9%8A-%D8%A8%D9%81%D8%AA%D8%AD-%D8%AA%D8%AD%D9%82%D9%8A%D9%82-%D9%81%D9%8A-%D8%A7%D8%BA%D8%AA%D9%8A%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%87/
https://www.libyaakhbar.com/libya-news/1051164.html?__cf_chl_jschl_tk__=429a54a443ac3e12d3b0b684d8f09c0ce84fa89c-1576678223-0-Aa82n4lXEOUrIqVzPydNTGXSSnMkwmJRmBZyG39e-Ct0uCPXLX5-5uNT9gstndrnwISORFXiUkBaJzM71lPcWFgMC-Q5z73pEXCzN223vAae_3SBnYXy0iUNhGv-gsTIXPl0KY8Sc2NLUEBDaIQkpBsAzrzlGWKtuMUXui49BAjgBsZr0SvITmnL2zJGrH5QcEcq4v-uT-JIBofk3W84JfU48S-i72ek_0pk8z0HokEtO5CdVHTGymJatqJHBeW-GXf9SYZeajW5hK2DTRqzcBB5V9prds0bKCygqRXXPAPW


This broader array of sources results in more diverse discussions, which demonstrates a similar trend to the
analysis of published articles when the two major outlets had been removed; the pool of narratives discussed
among the top posts and pages deepens. This post from online personality Heema Saad about the
disappearance of a Libyan MP, Seham Sergiwa, received over 8,000 interactions, including 6,000 comments. He
claimed that she was dead and accused Khalifa Ha�ar of being responsible for or complicit in her kidnapping.
The comments were split between those in agreement and those who took issue with his claims, with several
comments expressing support for Sergiwa’s kidnapping.

A post from the Russia-backed Libya Mandela page, promoting the apparent political return of Saif al-Islam
Gaddafi, received over 8,000 interactions.

https://www.facebook.com/heema.sa3d/posts/2111065249194797


Only Libya’s commemoration of the anniversary of the death of Muammar Gaddafi received almost 20,000
interactions, further demonstrating the more diverse set of topics amongst the most interacted-with Facebook
posts. The responses were overwhelmingly supportive, with 40 of the 50 coded comments commemorating his
death and no political divide within the comments.

These two 218tv posts linking to articles relating to power outages received over 10,000 and 20,000
interactions each, respectively. The first post’s comments are universally critical of the authorities for allowing
the power cuts to occur, but the second post has an even split between commenters criticising the
government and those accusing 218tv of bias or false reporting.

https://www.facebook.com/OnlyLibya/posts/2765648700137295
https://www.facebook.com/218tv/posts/996388217369613
https://www.facebook.com/218tv/posts/1011727719168996


Twitter demonstrates a similar pattern, with the most engaged-with of the 44,354 tweets sharing news items
on major political developments and a diverse spread of domestic issues and localised news. Examples
include;

This tweet links to a news story about Sarraj attacking the UAE, Egypt and France over their support for Ha�ar
at the UN General Assembly.

This is a complaint about the ‘failing government’ leading to water and electricity supplies being cut and the
dysfunctional sewage system in Tripoli.

The pattern of Twitter activity highlights particular interest in Serraj’s attendance of the UN General Assembly
in September, but the topics discussed throughout are generally too di�use to establish a clear driving-force at
other times; conversation ebbs and flows with news of international, domestic and local news.

The key voices on the platform mostly reflect what was seen in the Conflict and Security topic. Digital media
platforms dominate, and 218tv and Almarsad continue to play a less dominant role, but posts were rarely
shared beyond their original source.

The diversity in popular posts on Facebook and Twitter suggests that the dominant narratives of the civil war
and foreign interference are extremely pronounced at the very highest levels of engagement, but their grip
loosens when looking past those top-performing articles and posts and they compete with commentary on
public services and the Gaddafi legacy for the public’s attention. The instances of divided responses in the
comments to these posts show a notable polarisation, even on topics that are seemingly marginal, such as
power cuts. This matches with the trends seen in the analysis of published media.

Thematically, there is some overlap with the Conflict and Security topic, but this is to be expected at a time
that civil overshadows political dialogue in Libya. The narratives most discussed by UAE-backed media outlets
are taking up most of the available bandwidth in terms of written media consumption but are failing to
achieve the same results beyond their existing audience. In the broad pool of the greater Libyan public,
coverage and opinions are fractured and di�use.

https://twitter.com/FebruaryChannel/status/1177002630935175168
https://twitter.com/AGhummied/status/1145968289962704896


Spotlight: Seham Sergiwa

The abduction and killing of Libyan MP Seham Sergiwa should have presented a major headline in the Libyan
news cycle for July and beyond; however, coverage and engagement were extremely limited. The initial
reporting saw 21 articles published in the week of July 15 and these received 36,954 engagements. This figure
was hugely bolstered by a 218tv article on July 19 that earned 18,700 interactions.

There was a spike in the number of articles published in the week of August 5, when several major European
governments released a joint statement expressing their concern and the Tobruk government’s interior
minister commented on the disappearance, but the engagement did not rise with it. The story was ultimately
only covered by five outlets (218tv, Libya Akhbar, Alwasat, Libya Alahrar and Ean Libya).

Analysis of engagement with the topic on Facebook paints a similar but not identical picture. Outlets such as
Almarsad and Afrigate News that did not publish articles on the topic nonetheless shared Facebook posts
about it. Facebook interactions are high relative to article engagements, with Almarsad reaching 31,809
interactions and the top five all breaking 15,000, as demonstrated below, showing that much of the
conversation surrounding the kidnapping took place outside of the published-media ecosystem.

The most striking element of the Facebook coverage is the disparate variations of the story being shared. One
post on July 17 received over 3,000 interactions and falsely claimed that Sergiwa died in hospital a�er being
attacked: A substantial proportion of the responses in the comments were about the kidnapping and alleged
murder (15 of 50), meanwhile the majority were critical of Sergiwa herself and supportive of her kidnapping
and ongoing disappearance (27). A very small number of posts questioned the truth of the news.

Another on September 4 asserted, again falsely, that she had been killed and thrown into the sea: This post
saw the same kind of responses as the previous example, with 16 of the 50 coded comments lamenting
Sergiwa’s fate and 23 expressing support for it. Unlike the previous example, 10 of the 50 coded comments
expressed a pro-LAAF sentiment and politicised the events to a notable degree.

https://www.218tv.net/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B3%D8%A4%D8%A7%D9%84-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%84%D9%8A%D8%A8%D9%8A-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%BA%D8%A7%D8%B6%D8%A8-%D8%A3%D9%8A%D9%86-%D8%B3%D9%87%D8%A7%D9%85-%D8%B3%D8%B1%D9%82%D9%8A%D9%88%D8%A9/
https://www.facebook.com/AJEL.Ardalsharif.News/posts/1644621845673493
https://www.facebook.com/heema.sa3d/posts/2127361647565157


There are several possibilities for the lack of interest in the abduction. One is that Libyans simply have more
pressing things to worry about, like their own safety as seen in the Security section. Another is that the media
coverage was poor, given that engagement with the initial reporting was reasonably strong. Finally, it is
possible that the variety of stories being pushed from various sources make it extremely di�icult to ascertain
what really happened, and the prevalence of this disinformation means that many readers may have simply
disengaged. Regardless, it is clear that the attitudes of those that do engage in online discussion are relatively
split on the topic, but with a discernible lean towards cynicism. Sympathy was far from in abundance.

Spotlight: Berlin conference

Another event that would be expected to attract significant attention was the announcement on September
11th by the German Ambassador to Libya that later in 2019, a conference would be held in Berlin in order to try
and stabilise the political conditions. The announcement of the conference failed to generate much attention
initially, but engagements jumped significantly when 218tv published two articles about it on September 17
and 19, earning 13,500 and 14,500 respectively.

Week Top Article English

Week
12

����� ���� �ُ��� ا����ق ا������
ا������ ��� �����

Berlin conference: The French-Italian race for Libya
has been launched

Week
15

���� ��ُ��� ��ل أ��م ���� �������
���ن �����

Berlin to announce the date of its Libya conference
within days

Week
18

���ّ� و��س �����ن ا������ات �ـ”
���� �����”

Said and Maas discuss preparations for Berlin
conference

Of the total 214 articles about the conference published since its announcement, 187 came in October. Fi�y-
seven of these came in the week commencing October 7 and received a total of 49,310 engagements. These
were spearheaded by three 218tv articles that discussed rumours beginning to spread about the possible
dates and attendees of the conference, and then its eventual delay, earning 31,700 of the 49,300 engagements
for the week. Engagements bounced back from the subsequent dip when, on October 28, 218tv reported on a
meeting between the German foreign minister and the Tunisian president to discuss the Berlin conference,
which received 12,900 interactions.

https://www.218tv.net/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B3%D8%B1%D8%A7%D8%AC-%D9%8A%D8%B7%D9%8A%D8%B1-%D8%A5%D9%84%D9%89-%D8%B1%D9%88%D9%85%D8%A7-%D9%88%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D9%8A%D9%86-%D8%B9%D9%84%D9%89-%D9%85%D8%A4%D8%AA%D9%85%D8%B1/
https://www.218tv.net/%D9%85%D8%A4%D8%AA%D9%85%D8%B1-%D8%A8%D8%B1%D9%84%D9%8A%D9%86-%D9%8A%D9%8F%D8%B4%D8%B9%D9%84-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B3%D8%A8%D8%A7%D9%82-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%81%D8%B1%D9%86%D8%B3%D9%8A-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A5%D9%8A/
https://www.218tv.net/%D9%85%D8%A4%D8%AA%D9%85%D8%B1-%D8%A8%D8%B1%D9%84%D9%8A%D9%86-%D9%8A%D9%8F%D8%B4%D8%B9%D9%84-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B3%D8%A8%D8%A7%D9%82-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%81%D8%B1%D9%86%D8%B3%D9%8A-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A5%D9%8A/
https://www.218tv.net/%D8%A8%D8%B1%D9%84%D9%8A%D9%86-%D8%B3%D8%AA%D9%8F%D8%B9%D9%84%D9%86-%D8%AE%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%84-%D8%A3%D9%8A%D8%A7%D9%85-%D9%85%D9%88%D8%B9%D8%AF-%D9%85%D8%A4%D8%AA%D9%85%D8%B1%D9%87%D8%A7-%D8%A8%D8%B4/
https://www.218tv.net/%D8%B3%D8%B9%D9%8A%D9%91%D8%AF-%D9%88%D9%85%D8%A7%D8%B3-%D9%8A%D8%A8%D8%AD%D8%AB%D8%A7%D9%86-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AA%D8%AD%D8%B6%D9%8A%D8%B1%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D9%84%D9%80%D9%85%D8%A4%D8%AA%D9%85%D8%B1-%D8%A8/


Interestingly, 218tv reported that the German Mission to the UN had tweeted that a military solution was not
acceptable in Libya the previous week, but this had only garnered 6,500 of the (still modest) 14,100. The week
before 218tv also had an article discussing Turkey’s potential role in the conference earning 1,900 of the 14,500
for the week. This suggests that while 218tv may be the leading outlet for most political stories, they cannot
always dictate what is or is not newsworthy, and only more significant news relating to the conference has
generated interest.

While 218tv yet again dominates, the pattern is in fact clearer without their content being considered. We can
observe (see chart below – minus 218tv data) a gradual build in both articles published and engagements
received as awareness of the impending conference grows; however, interest is low, with a peak of 3,860
engagements in the week commencing October 21, and the top article receiving only 492.

Week Top Article English

Week
16

ا����ري: ا����دة ا����� ����� ا���ر��
�� ����� ���� ���� ������ ا�ر��ب

��� أ���ل ا�����

Memsawi: The general leadership demand
participants in Berlin conference to include counter-

terror on agenda

Week
18

���ّ�» �����ض �� وز�� ��ر��� أ�����»
ا����ادات ����� ����� ���� ��ل �����

Said: “We are reviewing preparations with the
German foreign minister” for organizing the Berlin

conference on Libya

Almarsad’s page, Libya Observatory, produced by far the most Facebook activity related to the conference.

Their most popular posts include reporting on LAAF statements in support of a Berlin conference:

https://www.218tv.net/%D9%85%D9%88%D9%82%D9%81-%D8%A3%D9%84%D9%85%D8%A7%D9%86%D9%8A-%D9%85%D9%86-%D8%AD%D8%B1%D8%A8-%D8%B7%D8%B1%D8%A7%D8%A8%D9%84%D8%B3-%D9%85%D8%A7%D8%B0%D8%A7-%D9%82%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AA-%D8%A8%D8%B1/
https://www.eanlibya.com/%D8%B3%D8%B9%D9%8A%D9%91%D8%AF-%D9%8A%D8%B3%D8%AA%D8%B9%D8%B1%D8%B6-%D9%85%D8%B9-%D9%88%D8%B2%D9%8A%D8%B1-%D8%AE%D8%A7%D8%B1%D8%AC%D9%8A%D8%A9-%D8%A3%D9%84%D9%85%D8%A7%D9%86%D9%8A%D8%A7/
https://www.afrigatenews.net/article/%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D8%B3%D9%85%D8%A7%D8%B1%D9%8A-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%82%D9%8A%D8%A7%D8%AF%D8%A9-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%A7%D9%85%D8%A9-%D8%AA%D8%B7%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A8-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D8%B4%D8%A7%D8%B1%D9%83%D9%8A%D9%86-%D9%81%D9%8A-%D9%85%D8%A4%D8%AA%D9%85%D8%B1-%D8%A8%D8%B1%D9%84%D9%8A%D9%86-%D8%AA%D8%B6%D9%85%D9%8A%D9%86-%D9%85%D9%83%D8%A7%D9%81%D8%AD%D8%A9-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A5%D8%B1%D9%87%D8%A7%D8%A8-%D8%B6%D9%85%D9%86-%D8%A3%D8%B9%D9%85%D8%A7%D9%84-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D8%A4%D8%AA%D9%85%D8%B1/
https://www.eanlibya.com/%D8%B3%D8%B9%D9%8A%D9%91%D8%AF-%D9%8A%D8%B3%D8%AA%D8%B9%D8%B1%D8%B6-%D9%85%D8%B9-%D9%88%D8%B2%D9%8A%D8%B1-%D8%AE%D8%A7%D8%B1%D8%AC%D9%8A%D8%A9-%D8%A3%D9%84%D9%85%D8%A7%D9%86%D9%8A%D8%A7/
https://www.facebook.com/ObservatoryLY/posts/2478479952387265


And rumours that Qatar was being excluded from the conference:

The comments in response to these posts were overwhelmingly negative and, for the second example,
mocking of the idea of a Berlin conference. Interestingly, the first example drew a notable anti-LAAF response,
whereas the second garnered significant anti-GNA discussion. This is likely due to the nature of each post, with
the news of Ha�ar-backing Qatar’s possible exclusion galvanising LAAF supporters to drown out the opposing
side on a more transparently partisan issue.

A significant number of the posts are extremely long and detailed, varying from political commentary to public
appeals to the UN to exclude various actors from the process. The coverage strikes a variety of tones, but the
consistent factor is recognition of the importance of the potential opportunity presented by a future Berlin
conference. Libya’s Channel’s demand for Turkey to be excluded from the Berlin conference was accompanied
by a thorough examination of their reasoning and received responses that were a mixture of supportive of
Turkey’s exclusion (18), critical of the conference (24) and critical of the LAAF (16).

https://www.facebook.com/ObservatoryLY/posts/2469501816618412
https://www.facebook.com/TodayLibyaCom/posts/2874220405945794
https://www.facebook.com/libyaschannel/posts/1320824124764117


Alwatan Libya’s pessimistic post dicussing the Berlin conference and the failures of the peace process received
a heavily critical and anti-LAAF response in the comments.

Overall, the initial response to the announcement of the conference was somewhat sceptical and interest was
minimal. Despite this, and the eventual postponement of the conference, the volume of content and
engagement grew throughout October, spiking in accordance with relevant news. However, interest remains
relatively low, as demonstrated by the consistently lower-than-average post performance across the surveyed
pages. Moreover, social media discussion is overwhelming negative, with Libyans taking an extremely cynical
and critical stance on the possibility of progress and the issue quickly slipping into partisanship.

Recent Updates:

A�er this report was first written, the Berlin conference took place on January 19, 2020. Online engagement
remained extremely low through to mid-January, but then interest significantly jumped in the days preceding
the conference.

November saw 197 articles published with 76,225 engagements, up from 49,179 engagements for 196 articles
in October. Much of that jump in attention came from three 218tv articles; the first, published on October 18,
reported on UN envoy Ghassan Salame’s report to the Security Council in which he confirmed that he held
talks with the GNA and LAAF leaders and that they were both committed to finding a solution, rea�irming the
importance of the Berlin conference. This earned 10,500 engagements.

Following that, on November 21, they published another piece highlighting a European Council on Foreign
Relations report that evaluated the potential successes and failures of the Berlin conference, receiving 13,400
interactions. Finally, a report on preparations in Geneva for the Centre for Humanitarian Dialogue to host a
meeting in order to formulate ideas for bridging the gap between factions, published again on November 21,
received 8,000 interactions.

The numbers fell in December, down to 92 articles with 53,100 engagements. The average engagement level of
577 is a significant jump from October’s 250, and even November’s 387. This suggest that, while overall
numbers may be down month-to-month, the remaining engagements are less concentrated on two or three
tentpole articles for the month and the audience is, overall, more engaged. Three of the top five articles relate
to Turkey’s potential participation in the conference, and half of the top 10 reported on further debate around
participation, suggesting that there was a burgeoning interest in who would be attending.

The spike in January is severe: 861 articles with 822,731 engagements. This is driven by a wave of 218tv
content; they produced the entirety of the top 20 articles on the topic for the month, with a high of 28,700
engagements and a low of 10,300.

Predictably, this is instigated by the ramping up of plans for, and eventual confirmation of, the Berlin
conference and its participants, as demonstrated by the weekly breakdown for January seen above. The week

https://www.218tv.net/%D8%B3%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%85%D8%A9-%D9%86%D8%B3%D8%A7%D8%A8%D9%82-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%88%D9%82%D8%AA-%D9%84%D8%A5%D9%86%D9%82%D8%A7%D8%B0-%D8%A3%D8%B1%D9%88%D8%A7%D8%AD-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%84%D9%8A%D8%A8%D9%8A/
https://www.218tv.net/%D9%85%D8%A4%D8%AA%D9%85%D8%B1-%D8%A8%D8%B1%D9%84%D9%8A%D9%86-%D8%AD%D9%88%D9%84-%D9%84%D9%8A%D8%A8%D9%8A%D8%A7-%D8%A2%D9%81%D8%A7%D9%82-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%86%D8%AC%D8%A7%D8%AD-%D9%88%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%81/
https://www.218tv.net/%D8%AA%D8%AD%D8%B6%D9%8A%D8%B1%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D9%81%D9%8A-%D8%AC%D9%86%D9%8A%D9%81-%D9%84%D8%B5%D9%8A%D8%A7%D8%BA%D8%A9-%D8%AA%D9%88%D8%B5%D9%8A%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D9%84%D9%8A%D8%A8%D9%8A%D8%A9-%D9%84%D9%85/


commencing January 12 had 315 articles published for 382,061 engagements at an average of 1,212 per
article, a more than twofold increase over the December average and number of articles, and over seven times
the overall engagements.

This suggests that there is potential to engage Libyans in processes and events akin to the Berlin conference
but, as seen later in this report with elections and the constitution, this attention demands tangible progress;
plans and promises gain little traction. Politicised editorial is entirely absent from the most engaged-with
articles of the week, suggesting that politicized narratives from the media may not have played a decisive role
in how this information was communicated to the Libyan public. The most controversial article is 218tv’s
January 20 piece reporting that President Erdogan did not stay for dinner during the Berlin conference,
receiving 18,800 engagements.

There are, however, some stories of note. Turkey’s participation was rejected by Libyan’s sympathetic to the
LAAF. Almarsad and Libya Alhadtah both livestreamed footage of a protest outside the venue of the
conference. The reports claimed that the protestors were Kurdish, Libyans and Yezidis unhappy at Erdogan’s
presence, and the video’s received 126,945 and 110,000 views, respectively. These are extremely high figures
relative to the other posts which highlight a key point of contention as the peace process moves forward.

As demonstrated by the table below, overall social media interaction with the topic boomed when the
conference took place. Even at 10th place for the month, Afrigate News earned more interactions, 12,649, than
Libya Alahrar TV did to earn second place in October.

Many of the most interacted-with posts demonstrate a primarily balanced attitude towards the conference.
This post from 218tv was the top interacted-with for January and shares a purely factual article reporting on
the formal invitations to the conference. The responses in the comments mostly mirrored this attitude. There
was a notable presence of pro-Tunisian sentiment in response to their absence from the invite list (10 of the
top 50 most relevant) and a single commenter opposed the conference altogether; however, other political
sentiment was not present.

Almarsad’s Facebook page shared a livestream of the attendees’ arrival on the day of the conference. The
stream and archive of the video received over 115,000 views, pointing to the buzz around the conference.
Eleven of the top 50 most relevant comments expressed a pro-LAAF sentiment, in line with expectations given
Almarsad’s content and audience, but this did not overwhelm discussion and did not provoke much
contradictory response.

https://www.218tv.net/%D8%A3%D8%B1%D8%AF%D9%88%D8%BA%D8%A7%D9%86-%D8%BA%D8%A7%D8%AF%D8%B1-%D8%A8%D8%B1%D9%84%D9%8A%D9%86-%D9%88%D9%84%D9%85-%D9%8A%D8%AD%D8%B6%D8%B1-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%B4%D8%A7%D8%A1-%D9%85%D8%B9-%D8%A7/
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=570933146792359
https://www.facebook.com/LibyaAlhadathLive/posts/165094661611973
https://www.facebook.com/218tv/posts/1157314531276980
https://www.facebook.com/ObservatoryLY/videos/vb.1707659659469302/221951842168200/?type=2&theater


A prior post from January 16 reported on Egypt, Italy and Greece’s joint statement in condemnation of the
Turkish military intervention in Libya as counter-productive in the days preceeded the Berlin conference. The
comments were dominated by anti-Turkish sentiment, with 21 of the 50 coded comments unhappy with their
behaviour and involvement in the conference.

Libya Alahrar’s post on January 18 reporting that GNA leader al-Sarraj would be in attendance at the Berlin
conference provoked a politically charged response. Fourteen of the top 50 most relevant comments were in
support of Sarraj’s role in the conference, but 25 were expressly critical of it. It is worth noting the opinionated
but fairly balanced response, despite the negative skew. Given that Libya Alahrar is run out of Doha and
supported by the Qatari government, it could be expected to cultivate an audience sympathetic to Qatari
interests; however, while that sympathy is the primary sentiment, in this case the opposing view has made its
presence felt.

https://www.facebook.com/ObservatoryLY/posts/2573136179588308
https://www.facebook.com/LibyaAlAhrarTV/posts/3257756304262858
https://foreignpolicy.com/2011/03/28/the-revolution-will-soon-be-televised/


Elections and the Constitution

Elections and the Constitution is defined as news relating to the electoral behaviour of political leaders,
parties and institutions, the Libyan democratic process and the status of constitutional reform. This
includes references to judicial elections and referenda.

Between July 1 and October 31, 226 articles were published on the topics of elections or the constitution and
they received a total of 108,709 engagements This was at an average of 481 per article; however, this figure is
skewed by July’s average of 1,284. There is a distinct drop in the ratio between the number of articles being
published and the engagements they are receiving in September and October, from July’s high down to 212.

This demonstrates that while the number of articles in fact increases, to 76 in both September and October,
these articles are not being read at anything like the rate seen in July, suggesting interest declined
significantly. Elections and the constitution received dramatically less attention than either security or politics.



Stories about Saif al-Islam Gaddafi dominated the entire period. Five of the top 10 articles between July and
October reported on comments from or rumours about his future political plans. However, all of those five
were published in July. The most interacted-with article, receiving 27,300 engagements, was from 218tv
reporting a supposed secret meeting held between Saif al-Islam Gaddafi and Russia representatives in Libya.
Of July’s 71,921 engagements, 47,800 of them came from the top two articles in which 218tv discussed Saif al-
Islam’s relations with the governments of other countries, both positive (Russia) and negative (Lebanon).

Other topics covered in the overall top 10 include a July report on Russian interreference in Libyan politics
(10,300 interactions), in September a member of the constituent assembly of Libya saying that the country
must be independently politically stable before any constitutional referendum (2,900) and in October the
announcement of municipal council elections by the LAAF government (1,900).

August saw almost no activity at all, with 18 articles and 4,545 engagements, 3,400 of them coming from
218tv’s piece on the Tunisian presidential elections. This was likely impacted by Eid from August 11 to 15, but
the dip in activity encompassed the entire month and so the lack of any real news certainly played a role. For
September, the number of articles jumped as updates on the status of a new constitution trickled out through
the comments of various o�icials, but these failed to gain any kind of traction as the month saw a total of only
12,355 engagements. For October, Almarsad’s piece on Ha�ar’s assertion that Saif al-Islam Gaddafi has a right
to run in a future election saw 11,600 engagements. The second article, however, detailing GNA senior advisor
Khalid al-Mashiri’s abandoning of his stance that a constitutional referendum must come before an election,
earned only 1,900.

This suggests an extremely minimal interest in elections or constitutional issues as demonstrated by the
substantial decline of the number of articles and engagements. The below chart shows the share of
engagement per surveyed media outlet:

An overwhelming amount of engagements comes from 218tv’s 66,900, of which 47.8 came from their two
articles about Saif al-Islam in July, followed again by Almarsad’s 21,700. If, as in previous sections, we remove
these outlets we can see a much more even share among the remaining publications:

However, with the highest figure being Afrigate News’ 5,900, engagement is extremely low. Removing the
articles about Saif al-Islam reveals that, while the number of articles only drops by 27 to 199, engagements fall

https://www.218tv.net/%D8%AA%D9%81%D8%A7%D8%B5%D9%8A%D9%84-%D9%84%D9%82%D8%A7%D8%A1-%D8%B3%D8%B1%D9%8A-%D8%A3%D8%AC%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%87-%D8%B3%D9%8A%D9%81-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A5%D8%B3%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%85-%D9%84%D9%84%D9%88%D8%B5/
https://www.218tv.net/%D8%B3%D9%8A%D9%81-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A5%D8%B3%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%85-%D9%85%D8%B7%D9%84%D9%88%D8%A8-%D9%84%D9%84%D8%A8%D9%86%D8%A7%D9%86-%D8%A8%D9%82%D8%B6%D9%8A%D8%A9-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B5%D8%AF%D8%B1/
https://www.218tv.net/%D8%A8%D9%84%D9%88%D9%85%D8%A8%D9%8A%D8%B1%D8%AC-%D8%AA%D9%84%D8%A7%D8%B9%D8%A8-%D8%B1%D9%88%D8%B3%D9%8A-%D9%84%D9%84%D8%AA%D8%A3%D8%AB%D9%8A%D8%B1-%D9%81%D9%8A-%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%AA%D8%AE%D8%A7%D8%A8/
https://almarsad.co/2019/09/11/%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D8%B3%D9%84%D8%A7%D8%AA%D9%8A-%D9%8A%D8%AC%D8%A8-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A5%D9%86%D8%AA%D8%B5%D8%A7%D8%B1-%D8%B9%D9%84%D9%89-%D8%AD%D9%81%D8%AA%D8%B1-%D9%82%D8%A8%D9%84-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B0/
https://almarsad.co/2019/07/09/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AB%D9%86%D9%8A-%D9%8A%D8%B9%D9%84%D9%86-%D8%A8%D8%AF%D8%A1-%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%AA%D8%AE%D8%A7%D8%A8%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D8%AC%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B3-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A8%D9%84%D8%AF/
https://almarsad.co/2019/10/15/%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D8%B4%D9%8A%D8%B1-%D8%AD%D9%81%D8%AA%D8%B1-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%84%D9%8A%D8%A8%D9%8A%D9%88%D9%86-%D9%87%D9%85-%D8%A3%D8%B5%D8%AD%D8%A7%D8%A8-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%82%D8%B1%D8%A7%D8%B1-%D9%81/
https://almarsad.co/2019/10/29/%D8%AA%D9%82%D8%B1%D9%8A%D8%B1-%D8%A8%D8%B9%D8%AF-%D8%AA%D8%B9%D9%86%D8%AA%D9%87-%D9%88%D8%AC%D9%85%D8%A7%D8%B9%D8%AA%D9%87-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D8%B4%D8%B1%D9%8A-%D9%8A%D8%AA%D8%AE%D9%84%D9%89/


by 65% to 37,433. This highlights that there is even less interest in election and constitutional issues as a
whole than outside of a single figure.

Discussion on Facebook is minimal but fairly evenly distributed, with the similar groups to previous categories
taking the largest share. The tone is mostly one of frustration and criticism of the various authorities and
political figures for their failure to sort out the fundamentals of Libya’s political system.

This post from the Libya Post news agency criticises the Tobruk House of Representatives and holds them
responsible for the failure to organise a constitutional referendum. It provoked an evenly divided response in
the comments between those in agreement and those not.

This post from AJEL.Aradshif.News reports on Ha�ar’s comments that Saif al-Islam Gaddafi is entitled to run
for president, and received a notably positive response with 27 of the 50 coded comments in support of
Ha�ar’s statement and 23 directly praising the LAAF. In comparison, 15 commenters were opposed to the idea
of Saif al-Islam being allowed to run for president.

https://www.facebook.com/LibyaPostNews/posts/2487519974664588
https://www.facebook.com/AJEL.Ardalsharif.News/posts/1733451870123823


This post mocking the Tobruk House of Representatives as elected by children and old men earned over 4,000
interactions. Thirty-two of the 50 coded comments responded negatively to this but were entirely critical of
the attitude demonstrated by the post rather than responding politically.

The fact that the post making fun of a Libyan electoral institution received over twice the levels of interaction
of the other two examples demonstrates the prevalent attitude towards elections and the constitution. They
have potentially become secondary issues with no immediate relevance or concern.

The total of 2,973 tweets on the topic cements the impression that elections and the constitution are low
priorities for Libyans. The discussion that does occur focuses on wrangles over the political process and what
is and is not constitutional, as well as further discussion of Saif al-Islam’s potential as a political leader. For
example, this tweet condemns as unconstitutional a meeting of Libyan deputies abroad in Egypt.

This post from Almarsad quotes Ha�ar saying that Saif al-Islam Gaddafi has the right to run for president.

The interest in elections and the constitution is so low that the driving force of online discussion has been the
Tunisian presidential election, with Libyans o�en comparing the two countries and questioning why the
conditions in each are so di�erent. We can see spikes in engagements in tandem with key events in the
Tunisian election.

These discussions are taking place between Libyans and inside Libya, and yet the Tunisian election is the
favoured topic. This demonstrates the level of apathy towards their own prospects for meaningful elections.
The key voices on Twitter are again comparable to other platforms and dominated by the same digital media
publications.

https://www.facebook.com/heema.sa3d/posts/2104195593215096
https://twitter.com/alshater1939/status/1150174404879540224
https://twitter.com/ObservatoryLY/status/1184066547544932352


UN

There are very few articles being written and posts shared, and engagement with them is very low. There are
prominent examples of mockery of the electoral system and Libyans are o�en more interested in the elections
of a neighbouring country than their own. It is again important to take stock of the prevalence of the same
UAE-backed and pro-Ha�ar outlets and their high volume of coverage of Saif al-Islam Gaddafi, as their reduced
overall activity here matches the overall reduction in engagement. The lack of progress or news in terms of
new elections or constitutional reforms has come to define the discussion around them – it is almost entirely
absent.

The UN is defined as news relating to the activity of United Nations representatives or at UN summits with
regards to Libya. This includes activity related to the UN-backed peace process and contact between the UN
Special Mission to Libya and the GNA or LAAF.

A total of 485 articles were published by online media pages on the topic of the UN and the associated peace
process between July 1 and October 31, 2019. These earned 112,475 total engagements at an average of 231
per article. The top article for the period was a September report on Lord Empey’s appeal to the UN, as head of
the Ulster Unionist Party, to continue to hold Libya accountable for Muammar Gaddafi’s support of the IRA,
receiving 13,800 interactions. It is followed by an article stating that the UN had revealed information that
detailed the murder of refugees fleeing the July Tajoura airstrikes by armed guards, with 9,300 engagements.

Other major articles include the demand of the GNA interior minister that UN envoy to Libya Ghassan Salame
resign (2,000), the UN-sanctioned al-Samoud Brigade criticising Sarraj’s delegation to the UN General
Assembly for lacking “revolutionaries” (4,000) and Ghassan Salame’s pessimistic assessment of his two years
in Libya (7,400).

https://www.218tv.net/%D8%A5%D9%85%D8%A8%D9%8A-%D9%8A%D9%86%D8%A7%D8%B4%D8%AF-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A3%D9%85%D9%85-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D8%AA%D8%AD%D8%AF%D8%A9-%D9%84%D9%8A%D8%A8%D9%8A%D8%A7-%D9%8A%D8%AC%D8%A8-%D8%A3%D9%86-%D8%AA/
https://almarsad.co/2019/07/04/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A3%D9%85%D9%85-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D8%AA%D8%AD%D8%AF%D8%A9-%D8%AA%D9%83%D8%B4%D9%81-%D8%B9%D9%86-%D8%AA%D8%B9%D8%B1%D8%B6-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D9%87%D8%A7%D8%AC%D8%B1%D9%8A%D9%86-%D9%81/
https://www.libyaakhbar.com/libya-news/1054021.html?__cf_chl_jschl_tk__=dc37c1674e8f54adcbbbbf229cf95cd62cf5f516-1576766150-0-AbpW_pWBxygiuuFpPSAJUPxW6cLS-c3d74TwqxeyBw98YIsyMcYKs7J-fj64xbytwHj6BZgGgCozF_L-Wj6jvb9I3oy_8KruY-Z6XCgQr5IYC3dqOHxSJV2Rn46wCSUHJc7odmLE0vRyPAWRBTdLefqXX8ytx4mHyHFPJcdNAyTIEvvkirndyZLxlAkpPGuSPgZf3aPJY_MSNWH6_7tlkXo3XIKaCqtge-KbqJlGPNDzSL2lbpxVkhMPKsfesg6gSmF3nxe61ZB9-8e9r30Yl8izVLy4V9iqmnaf3B8z5QvO
https://almarsad.co/2019/09/05/%D9%84%D9%88%D8%A7%D8%A1-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B5%D9%85%D9%88%D8%AF-%D9%8A%D8%B7%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A8-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B3%D8%B1%D8%A7%D8%AC-%D8%A8%D8%B6%D9%85-%D9%82%D8%A7%D8%AF%D8%A9-%D9%85%D9%86-%D8%A7/
https://www.218tv.net/%D8%BA%D8%B3%D8%A7%D9%86-%D8%B3%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%85%D8%A9-%D8%A8%D8%B9%D8%AF-%D8%B9%D8%A7%D9%85%D9%8A%D9%86-%D9%81%D9%8A-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AD%D8%B1%D9%8A%D9%82-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%84%D9%8A%D8%A8%D9%8A/


Assessing the metric week by week shows that interest in the UN spikes when there is relevant news, such as
the UN General Assembly session in September or Ghassan Salame’s meeting with LAAF leader Ha�ar in late
July.

Week Top Article English

Week
1

ا��� ا����ة ���� �� ���ض ا�������
�� ����راء ���ق ا���ر �� ��� ا���اس

The UN reveals that emigrants in Tajoura have been
exposed to gunfire by guards

Week
5

ا����� �ـ ���ة ا�����ة: ���ن ����
����س ��روع �����

Shater to Al Jazeera: Ghassan Salameh is a spy
planted in Libya

Week
10

��اء ا����د ����� ا���اج ���” ��دة ��
ا���ار” ����ه ا���رك �� إ����ع �����

ا��� ا����ة

Liwa Sumoud demands that Sarraj includes “leaders
from the revolutionaries” in his delegation to the

UNA meeting

Week
12

إ��� ����� ا��� ا����ة: ����� ��� أن
���� ��� د�� ا���ا�� ����� ا������ي

MP implores the UN: Libya must pay the price of
Gaddafi’s support for the IRA

Week
17

و���� ا��� ا����ة �ـ”ا����� �����ء”..
���� ُ���� ������ ا���� �� ������

�����

A Libyan is accused of people tra�icking in a press
interview and the UN describes him as “A drinker of

the blood”

The top five articles in the week commencing July 29 are all Almarsad reports on high-profile LAAF voices
criticising Salame and earned 7,300 of the week’s 9,300 engagements, explaining the leap in interest when
compared to the weeks prior and following. In early September Fayez al-Sarraj announced the members of his
delegation to the UN General Assembly later that month, and this was accompanied by the previously
mentioned Almarsad article detailing a notorious military faction’s criticism of it and the associated 4,000
engagements. Interestingly it is the Ulster Unionist’s statement to the UN that gives the jump in engagements
in the week of September 16; the week’s 15,300 engagements almost entirely come from the 218tv article’s
13,800.

The UN General Assembly session the following week was the focus of a significant number of articles, with 56
of the month’s 154, it did not produce many engagements to accompany it. Even though the 7,600 it did earn is
significantly more than the previous week’s 1,500 without 218tv’s Ulster Unionists report, only a single article
broke 1,000 interactions. This was an article reporting on a statement from the Tripoli Protection Force
commending al-Sarraj for his performance in New York, which earned 1,500.

The final leap in engagements, in the week of October 21, is attributable to a 218tv article about a Libyan man
sanctioned by the UN and accused of drowning migrants attempting to cross the Mediterranean. It earned
7,800 of the week’s 9,800 engagements.

https://almarsad.co/2019/07/04/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A3%D9%85%D9%85-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D8%AA%D8%AD%D8%AF%D8%A9-%D8%AA%D9%83%D8%B4%D9%81-%D8%B9%D9%86-%D8%AA%D8%B9%D8%B1%D8%B6-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D9%87%D8%A7%D8%AC%D8%B1%D9%8A%D9%86-%D9%81/
https://almarsad.co/2019/08/02/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B4%D8%A7%D8%B7%D8%B1-%D9%84%D9%80-%D9%82%D9%86%D8%A7%D8%A9-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AC%D8%B2%D9%8A%D8%B1%D8%A9-%D8%BA%D8%B3%D8%A7%D9%86-%D8%B3%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%85%D8%A9-%D8%AC%D8%A7%D8%B3%D9%88/
https://almarsad.co/2019/09/05/%D9%84%D9%88%D8%A7%D8%A1-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B5%D9%85%D9%88%D8%AF-%D9%8A%D8%B7%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A8-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B3%D8%B1%D8%A7%D8%AC-%D8%A8%D8%B6%D9%85-%D9%82%D8%A7%D8%AF%D8%A9-%D9%85%D9%86-%D8%A7/
https://www.218tv.net/%D8%A5%D9%85%D8%A8%D9%8A-%D9%8A%D9%86%D8%A7%D8%B4%D8%AF-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A3%D9%85%D9%85-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D8%AA%D8%AD%D8%AF%D8%A9-%D9%84%D9%8A%D8%A8%D9%8A%D8%A7-%D9%8A%D8%AC%D8%A8-%D8%A3%D9%86-%D8%AA/
https://www.218tv.net/%D9%88%D8%B5%D9%81%D8%AA%D9%87-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A3%D9%85%D9%85-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D8%AA%D8%AD%D8%AF%D8%A9-%D8%A8%D9%80%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D8%AA%D8%B9%D8%B7%D8%B4-%D9%84%D9%84%D8%AF%D9%85%D8%A7%D8%A1/
https://almarsad.co/2019/09/26/%D8%A8%D8%B9%D8%AF-%D8%AA%D8%AD%D8%B0%D9%8A%D8%B1%D9%87%D8%A7-%D9%84%D9%87-%D9%82%D8%A8%D9%84-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%83%D9%84%D9%85%D8%A9-%D8%AD%D9%85%D8%A7%D9%8A%D8%A9-%D8%B7%D8%B1%D8%A7%D8%A8%D9%84/
https://www.218tv.net/%D9%88%D8%B5%D9%81%D8%AA%D9%87-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A3%D9%85%D9%85-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D8%AA%D8%AD%D8%AF%D8%A9-%D8%A8%D9%80%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D8%AA%D8%B9%D8%B7%D8%B4-%D9%84%D9%84%D8%AF%D9%85%D8%A7%D8%A1/


This pattern demonstrates that coverage of and interest in the UN and the peace process is low in the media.
In, fact the formal peace process is not the primary focus of any the top twenty articles of any week across the
period. Any significant news or statements from the UN, particularly from UNSMIL general secretary Ghassan
Salame, or meeting between representatives from the UN and either government, draw the most interaction.

A particularly notable variation from other categories is the split of engagements between outlets. While the
same top two, Almarsad and 218tv, dominate, this is the only topic for which Almarsad articles received the
most overall interactions.

It is possible that Almarsad’s overtly pro-Ha�ar stance motivated it to sustain higher levels of publication
where others saw a dip in coverage (34 of the 485 articles, compared to 218tv’s 19), earning it 45,700 of the
112,475 engagements. Given the average engagements of 1,344 received by Almarsad articles is well over five
times higher than the overall average, it appears that their audience is disproportionately interested in UN-
related news.

Once again, if we remove the two dominant outlets there is a much more even spread of engagement amongst
the remaining publications, but it is extremely low. If Almarsad and 218tv are removed entirely, the average
engagements per article drops to just 80, a loss of 64%, despite the number of articles only dropping 11% to
432. The increased prevalence of Almarsad is reflected in the evaluation of Facebook activity. The Almarsad
page received 297,281 interactions, compared to the second place Ean Libya’s 43,023.

This enormous disparity may be a reflection of a pro-Ha�ar audience’s increased interest in UN-related stories,
especially given the relatively small number of posts seen across the four-month period. Almarsad’s
dominance, along with 218tv, in the other categories has potentially helped it concentrate influence over UN-
related discussion. As seen with the analysis of published articles, they are not producing the highest volume
of content, but are comfortably receiving most of the engagement.

The increased interest of Almarsad’s audience does not appear to be the result of an editorial bias. The
majority of the posts shared simply report on news and o�er no commentary.



All four of these example posts o�er no express editorial comment at all, and yet the comments section of
each is filled with primarily negative and critical responses (clockwise from top le�: 27, 35, 46, and 46 of 50

https://www.facebook.com/ObservatoryLY/posts/2445756532326274
https://www.facebook.com/ObservatoryLY/posts/2408062376095690
https://www.facebook.com/ObservatoryLY/posts/2416332378602023
https://www.facebook.com/ObservatoryLY/posts/2479554938946433


coded comments).

Notably, there were some accusations of positive bias towards Khalifa Ha�ar from Ghassan Salame, such as
this post from the Libya Post News.

This accusation received significant support in the comments (27 of 50) but nonetheless the presence of
dissenting views was prominent (17 of 50). The divide in public perception of Ghassan Salame and the UN
mission in Libya is deeply entrenched, but both sides share the same negative impression. There are
prominent arguments for bias towards either side, but very little advocation for the UN’s independence.

On Twitter, posts from the UNSMIL Twitter feed dominate the 8,976 tweets. Tweets by individuals are o�en
negative, with Salameh the subject of frequent criticism. For example, the below post accuses Salame of being
a ‘slave’ of the UN and ignoring the violence of anti-government militias.

The pattern of overall engagement across the period in question demonstrates a tailing-o� of enthusiasm from
an inconsistent and fickle interest to an almost non-existent one.

In July, UNSMIL-related news sparks interest and online discussion, despite generally low levels of activity;
however, as time has gone on, activity has failed to jump in accordance with relevant news or developments.
The UN General Assembly generated a lot of discussion in the political context of Sarraj’s speech, but barely
moved the needle at all in terms of general interest in the UN.

An analysis of key voices further demonstrates the driving force that the UNSMIL Twitter account for online
discussion, and that again the same media outlets dominate.

https://www.facebook.com/LibyaPostNews/posts/2433165026766750
https://twitter.com/madaNea14/status/1161738413579653121


Methodology

Coverage of and engagement with the UN, in both published media and on social media, is ultimately very
low. The prevalent attitude towards either the UN or the peace process is one of apathy, but online discussion
skews extremely negatively. There is evidently an interest in following the words and actions of Ghassan
Salame, who has a notable presence as a public figure.

It is clear that the pro-Ha�ar Almarsad is the focal point for such discussions, and that there are accusations of
bias from both GNA and LAAF supporters, but it may take stronger signs of real progress along the path to
peace to grow the levels of engagement in the media more broadly. As with elections and the constitution, the
lack of news and developments appears to be a key factor.

Zinc adopted a research method combining both qualitative and qualitative data analysis. Boolean search
queries were created in order to collect data for the following categories, which reflect the situation in Libya
for the reporting period in question: a) Conflict and Security; b) Domestic and Foreign Politics; c) Elections and
the Constitution; d) UN. See glossary below for more detail on search query terms.

These search queries were used to collect data from social media intelligence and content analysis tools
CrowdTangle and BuzzSumo. BuzzSumo enabled Zinc to run category keyword searches against a pre-defined
list of Libyan news outlets (see glossary), to ascertain the leading stories and URLs shared across Facebook, in
this instance ranked by total Facebook engagements. Libya specific domains (.ly) were identified first through
BuzzSumo’s top-level domain filter, and then combined with a manually derived list of Libyan sources that do
not use the .ly domain. From this data-led approach, Zinc was able to qualitatively analyse the leading news
stories for each category and derive key narratives and insights.

CrowdTangle enabled Zinc to run category keyword searches against a pre-defined list of public Libyan FB
pages (see glossary below), to ascertain the leading posts across the platform ranked by total interactions. As
above, Zinc was able to qualitatively analyse the leading stories for each category.

Pulsar enabled the same category searches to be setup to collect data directly from Twitter’s application
programming interface (API), limited to Libyan tweets only. This enabled Zinc to analyse the data and compare
and contrast to Facebook insights and narratives. Specifically, Pulsar enabled Zinc to shed light on how Twitter
conversation trended over time, influential voices on the platform in terms of volume and impressions, top
performing content, and the most shared websites and social networks across Twitter discussion.

Due to Facebook’s API restrictions, FB analysis was restricted to public pages only, meaning that any personal
messages or posts shared on private groups were not within the scope of this report.

Category De�nitions:

Security and Conflict is defined as news relating to military activity, threats to civic order and the safety of
civilians, and potential or realised violence. This can include ceasefire negotiations, direct military attacks or



intervention and the behaviour or statements of armed groups.

Domestic and Foreign Politics is defined as news relating to political figures, institutions and factions. It can
involve discussion of public services, international relations or state-owned enterprise. It encompasses the
operation of government and other political institutions and individuals, whereas Elections refers exclusively
to electoral politics.

Elections and the Constitution is defined as news relating to the electoral behaviour of political leaders,
parties and institutions, the Libyan democratic process and the status of constitutional reform. This includes
references to judicial elections and referenda.

The UN is defined as news relating to the activity of United Nations representatives or at UN summits with
regards to Libya. This includes activity related to the UN-backed peace process and contact between the UN
Special Mission to Libya and the GNA or LAAF.

Glossary

Facebook:

https://www.facebook.com/pg/afrigatenews/posts/?ref=page_internal
https://www.facebook.com/LibyaAlkhabar/
https://www.facebook.com/%D8%B9%D8%A7%D8%AC%D9%84-
%D8%B7%D8%B1%D8%A7%D8%A8%D9%84%D8%B3-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AD%D8%AF%D8%AB-
293532664399015/
https://www.facebook.com/218tv
https://www.facebook.com/libyaakhbar/
https://www.facebook.com/Albawaba.eg/
https://www.facebook.com/HunaLibya.ly/
https://www.facebook.com/ObservatoryLY/
https://www.facebook.com/libya24tv/
https://www.facebook.com/OnlyLibya/
https://www.facebook.com/eanlibya/
https://www.facebook.com/tanasuh.channel
https://www.facebook.com/heema.sa3d/
https://www.facebook.com/ElectronicCounterterrorism/
https://www.facebook.com/Libyan.Address.Journal
https://www.facebook.com/almashhadlibya/
https://www.facebook.com/AnaLiby.Wmarati.Liybia/
https://www.facebook.com/almotwasetnews/
https://www.facebook.com/AlAraby.ar
https://www.facebook.com/AlArabiya/
https://www.facebook.com/warinformationdivision/
https://www.facebook.com/Tkyhrogklshy2/
https://www.facebook.com/lyobserver.arabic/
https://www.facebook.com/LibyaAlAhrarTV/
https://www.facebook.com/BjohaBenghazi/
https://www.facebook.com/%D8%B3%D9%88%D9%82-
%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AC%D9%85%D8%B9%D8%A9-HD-1357013311043793/
https://www.facebook.com/saitara1999/
https://www.facebook.com/ayonbenghazi8/
https://www.facebook.com/AJEL.Ardalsharif.News/
https://www.facebook.com/akbaragalawamoakdh/
https://www.facebook.com/%D8%BA%D8%B1%D9%81%D8%A9-
%D8%B9%D9%85%D9%84%D9%8A%D8%A7%D8%AA-
%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%83%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%85%D8%A9-%D8%B3%D9%88%D9%82-
%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AC%D9%85%D8%B9%D8%A9-935274453171494/
https://www.facebook.com/exclusivefromtripoli/
https://www.facebook.com/%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D8%A4%D8%AA%D9%85%D8%B1-
%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%88%D8%B7%D9%86%D9%8A-
%D9%84%D8%AA%D9%81%D8%B9%D9%8A%D9%84-%D8%AF%D8%B3%D8%AA%D9%88%D8%B1-
%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A5%D8%B3%D8%AA%D9%82%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%84-
%D9%88%D8%B9%D9%88%D8%AF%D8%A9-
%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D9%84%D9%83%D9%8A%D8%A9-
%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AF%D8%B3%D8%AA%D9%88%D8%B1%D9%8A%D8%A9-
%D9%84%D9%84%D9%8A%D8%A8%D9%8A%D8%A7-2005433186410319/
https://www.facebook.com/Watan.Al.Harabah.Channel/
https://www.facebook.com/LibyaPostNews/
https://www.facebook.com/AlHadath/
https://www.facebook.com/libyamandela/
https://www.facebook.com/libyaalain/
https://www.facebook.com/libyaschannel/
https://www.facebook.com/akhbarlibya24/
https://www.facebook.com/elkul.libya/
https://www.facebook.com/iqtisadia/
https://www.facebook.com/LibyaAlhadathLive/
https://www.facebook.com/Lebdafm/
https://www.facebook.com/TodayLibyaCom/
https://www.facebook.com/alwataniya.ly/
https://www.facebook.com/101.1FM/
https://www.facebook.com/ccmce/

Publications:

www.libyaalkhabar.com
www.218tv.net
libyaakhbar.com
almarsad.co
www.libya24.tv
www.eanlibya.com
www.tanasuh.tv
www.addresslibya.com
almashhadlibya.com

https://www.facebook.com/pg/afrigatenews/posts/?ref=page_internal
https://www.facebook.com/LibyaAlkhabar/
https://www.facebook.com/%D8%B9%D8%A7%D8%AC%D9%84-%D8%B7%D8%B1%D8%A7%D8%A8%D9%84%D8%B3-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AD%D8%AF%D8%AB-293532664399015/
https://www.facebook.com/218tv
https://www.facebook.com/libyaakhbar/
https://www.facebook.com/Albawaba.eg/
https://www.facebook.com/HunaLibya.ly/
https://www.facebook.com/ObservatoryLY/
https://www.facebook.com/libya24tv/
https://www.facebook.com/OnlyLibya/
https://www.facebook.com/eanlibya/
https://www.facebook.com/tanasuh.channel
https://www.facebook.com/heema.sa3d/
https://www.facebook.com/ElectronicCounterterrorism/
https://www.facebook.com/Libyan.Address.Journal
https://www.facebook.com/almashhadlibya/
https://www.facebook.com/AnaLiby.Wmarati.Liybia/
https://www.facebook.com/almotwasetnews/
https://www.facebook.com/AlAraby.ar
https://www.facebook.com/AlArabiya/
https://www.facebook.com/warinformationdivision/
https://www.facebook.com/Tkyhrogklshy2/
https://www.facebook.com/lyobserver.arabic/
https://www.facebook.com/LibyaAlAhrarTV/
https://www.facebook.com/BjohaBenghazi/
https://www.facebook.com/%D8%B3%D9%88%D9%82-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AC%D9%85%D8%B9%D8%A9-HD-1357013311043793/
https://www.facebook.com/saitara1999/
https://www.facebook.com/ayonbenghazi8/
https://www.facebook.com/AJEL.Ardalsharif.News/
https://www.facebook.com/akbaragalawamoakdh/
https://www.facebook.com/%D8%BA%D8%B1%D9%81%D8%A9-%D8%B9%D9%85%D9%84%D9%8A%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%83%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%85%D8%A9-%D8%B3%D9%88%D9%82-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AC%D9%85%D8%B9%D8%A9-935274453171494/
https://www.facebook.com/exclusivefromtripoli/
https://www.facebook.com/%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D8%A4%D8%AA%D9%85%D8%B1-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%88%D8%B7%D9%86%D9%8A-%D9%84%D8%AA%D9%81%D8%B9%D9%8A%D9%84-%D8%AF%D8%B3%D8%AA%D9%88%D8%B1-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A5%D8%B3%D8%AA%D9%82%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%84-%D9%88%D8%B9%D9%88%D8%AF%D8%A9-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D9%84%D9%83%D9%8A%D8%A9-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AF%D8%B3%D8%AA%D9%88%D8%B1%D9%8A%D8%A9-%D9%84%D9%84%D9%8A%D8%A8%D9%8A%D8%A7-2005433186410319/
https://www.facebook.com/Watan.Al.Harabah.Channel/
https://www.facebook.com/LibyaPostNews/
https://www.facebook.com/AlHadath/
https://www.facebook.com/libyamandela/
https://www.facebook.com/libyaalain/
https://www.facebook.com/libyaschannel/
https://www.facebook.com/akhbarlibya24/
https://www.facebook.com/elkul.libya/
https://www.facebook.com/iqtisadia/
https://www.facebook.com/LibyaAlhadathLive/
https://www.facebook.com/Lebdafm/
https://www.facebook.com/TodayLibyaCom/
https://www.facebook.com/alwataniya.ly/
https://www.facebook.com/101.1FM/
https://www.facebook.com/ccmce/
http://www.libyaalkhabar.com/
http://www.218tv.net/
http://libyaakhbar.com/
http://almarsad.co/
http://www.libya24.tv/
http://www.eanlibya.com/
http://www.tanasuh.tv/
http://www.addresslibya.com/
http://almashhadlibya.com/


almotawaset.com
en.libyaobserver.ly
libyaalahrar.tv
www.manlibya.com
www.libyaschannel.com
www.akhbarlibya24.net
libyanbusiness.tv
www.libyaalhadath.net
www.alwatanlibya.net
www.ltv.ly
https://www.afrigatenews.net/

Boolean Strings:

Security:

OR "��ا��" OR "��رة" OR "��رات" OR "����ة ��ون ���ر" OR "����ة ا����ع" OR "��ت ر����" OR "ر���� ا�ن" OR "�����رات"
"���" OR "ا��ق_��ر" OR "ا����" OR "ا����ر" OR "ا����رات" OR "���� ام��" OR "����� رة���" OR "����� ة���" OR
"�����" OR "ات�����" OR "ات�����" OR "ة����" OR "ة����" OR "����" OR "����" OR "اء���" OR " ا���" OR "ا��"
OR "إر��ب " OR "إر�����" OR "إر����" OR "دا���" OR " ���� ت����" OR "���� " OR "ار��اد" OR "ا���ات ا����� " OR
OR "�����" OR "����" OR "�����ن " OR " �����ات" OR " ���� �����ت ��ار �����" OR "��ة درع �����" OR " ا���ات ا�����"
"��روخ" OR "��ار��" OR "ا������" OR "��ا�� ا���ون" OR "��ذ��" OR " ����ة ا�����" OR "���ء" OR "����" OR "����ن"
OR "دة �������ت��� ����� �����" OR "�� ام ��" OR "د����" OR "ار �� ��" OR "��������" OR "�� روخ ارض��" OR "ا������
OR "�� ��روخ or ���روخ" OR "ار �� ��" OR " �� ا����ر ����� ��و��" OR "����� ��و��" OR "د����ت" OR "ا���دة ������ات
ا���� ا�����" OR "��ة ا������ �� ��ا���" OR "���ر" OR "���" OR "����ة ����� or ���� ����ة" OR "ا���� ا�����ة"
"ا���ار" OR "ا�����

Domestic and Foreign Politics:

و���� ������" OR "ا������" OR "��� ا� ا������" OR " ا������" OR " ��� ا����� ا������" OR "����ج" OR "��� ا����� ����ج"
OR " ������" OR " ا��� ��� ������" OR "������" OR "ا��� ������" OR "���� ���� �����" OR "����" OR "ا������ ا�����
"��� " OR "ا���� ا���ز��� ا����" OR "رف ��� ا�������" OR "ا�����" OR "���� �� ا���� ا����ي" OR "���� �� ����" OR
" ���� ��" OR "������ ��� ����" OR "������" OR "ا���اج ����" OR "ا���اج" OR "���� ���" OR "����" OR "ب��
" OR "����� ا�����" OR "ا���ي" OR "���� ا���ي" OR "��ب ا���ا�� وا����ء" OR " إ��ا��� ��" OR "���� ا���اب" OR "ا����
OR "��ان " OR " ���� ��ان" OR "���� ال" OR "����" OR "ا��ر��ل ����� ����" OR "ا���� ا���� ���و�� ا������" OR "ا�����
����� ا��ول" OR "��اء ��ار ��ا���" OR "ا���ا��" OR "��� ا���م ا���ا��" OR "ا������ " OR "أ���� ا������" OR " ��ا��"
OR "���ق" OR "��ا�� ��ب" OR "���� " OR "وز�� ا���ر���" OR "ا��ا���ن" OR " ��� ا���م" OR "�����" OR "ا������
OR "������ة" OR " �����ة" OR " ���م" OR "����" OR "���� ���" OR "ا����د ا�ور��" OR "ا�����ت ا����ة ا�������"
ا���ازم" OR "ا����ع ا������ء " OR "ا����ع ا����ر ا��������" OR "ا����ف" OR "���م �����ة" OR "�����ه" OR "������ة"
OR "����� ��ا���" OR " ا���� ا����� ا�����" OR "����� ا����ق ا�����" OR "ا������" OR "ا����� ا������ �����" OR "ا�����
" ا���� ا������"

Seham Sergiwa:

"�����ه" OR "�����ة" OR "�����ه" OR "ا����ف �����ه" OR "���م �����ة �����" OR "���م �����ه �����" OR " ���م �����ة"
OR "م���" OR "����� �� ا�����ف" OR "م �����ة���"

Berlin conference:

"����" OR "���� �����"

Elections and the Constitution:

����" OR "ا������ت" OR "ا�����ء د���ري" OR "ا�����ء" OR "ا�����ر" OR "ا����ب " OR "ا����ء ا���� او ا����ء ا�����"
"��� ا���م" OR "��ب �����" OR "د���ري“ OR "�����" OR "ا������ت

UN:

��" OR "���� ا��� ا��و��" OR " ���ن ����" OR "���� ا��� ا����ة �����ة �����" OR " �� ان اس ام أي ال" OR " ا��� ا����ة"
"���و��ت ��م" OR " ���د��ت ��م" OR "��� ا��� ا����ة" OR "���� ا��� ا����� ���� ا����ة" OR "ان اس ��

This publication is produced by Democracy Reporting International and authored by 
ZINC Network. The publication is part of DRI’s project “Strengthening Libyan Civil Society

Engagement on the Constitution and the Political Transition”, funded by the German Federal
Foreign O�ice.

Images: unsplash.com, pexels.com

http://almotawaset.com/
http://en.libyaobserver.ly/
http://libyaalahrar.tv/
http://www.manlibya.com/
http://www.libyaschannel.com/
http://www.akhbarlibya24.net/
http://libyanbusiness.tv/
http://www.libyaalhadath.net/
http://www.alwatanlibya.net/
http://www.ltv.ly/
https://www.afrigatenews.net/
https://zincnetwork.com/

